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from prison, four months later he was arrested again in Geneva, declared
a heretic for his antitrinitarian views and opposition to infant baptism,
and burned at the stake “alone, without anyone to comfort him as a true
friend” (395). In the end, Calvin himself ensured that Servet’s legacy would
endure, argues G., because strong reactions to his persecution of Servet
kept the case alive.

G. brings Servet’s story to life by citing documents that reveal the state of
mind of the participants and elucidate the roles of many minor characters,
such as Servet’s printers. G.’s chilling descriptions of Servet’s imprison-
ment, trial, and execution elicit compassion and reflection. His meticulous
exposition of the texts and notes clarifies many important aspects of
Servet’s life. For example, a note in the Geography condemning inquisito-
rial persecution of Muslims and Jews establishes Servet as an early propo-
nent of religious tolerance. What emerges is a portrait of a man who, while
clearly a provocateur, was in many ways a progressive thinker. G.’s final
chapters, in which he compares Calvinist and Servetian thought and dis-
cusses Servet’s legacy, highlight his subject’s relevance today. G. also brings
to light several anonymous works that he attributes to Servet.

Still, the book is not without flaws. G. often becomes mired in minutiae
and digressions. And, in spite the abundance of data, many of his conclu-
sions are really only conjectures. All in all, however, I recommend the
volume. It not only brings alive the religious strife of 16th-century Europe;
it also humanizes one of the period’s most complex and enigmatic figures.
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THE ASHGATE RESEARCH COMPANION TO THE COUNTER-REFORMATION.
Edited by Alexandra Bamji, Geert H. Janssen, and Mary Laven. Burlington,
VT: Ashgate, 2013. Pp. xix + 488. $149.95.

Spurning the term “Early Modern Catholicism,” a nomenclature favored
in recent decades by John O’Malley and many scholars of Catholicism
between the Renaissance and Enlightenment, the editors of this research
companion opt for the older “Counter-Reformation” to highlight Catholic
opposition to the Protestant Reformation. Yet there is relatively little here
about such opposition or conflict; rather, in some 25 essays by scholars
ranging from a postdoctoral fellow to senior professors, the three editors, all
based in British universities, gather together excellent summaries of recent
research on topics as diverse as missions to Asia and the Americas; lay spiri-
tuality; Catholic music, art, drama, material culture, and holiness; the Catholic
life cycle, landscape, and community; the Inquisition; and “Tridentine”
Catholicism. Each essay concludes with a select bibliography that provides
a gateway for exploring the current state of a given subject or question.
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All the essays are worthy contributions, but let me highlight the ones I
found especially interesting. Mary Laven’s introductory essay and final
essay (the latter on the legacies of Counter-Reformation Catholicism)
work well both to frame this collection and to whet the reader’s intellec-
tual appetite. Essays by Karin Vélez on the Americas, Nicholas Terpstra
on the laity, and Andrea Lepage on art also stand out. Vélez offers fascinat-
ing examples from Latin America and French Canada for her argument:
Catholic missions were spaces of encounter and created bridges between
European and Native American cultures. From the titles of many of the
essays one might draw the conclusion that clergy and religious orders are
given short shrift in favor of lay experience of religion. But this is not always
so. Although the Jesuits are not mentioned in any essay title, they appear in
nearly every essay, and in several essays (e.g., Vélez’s) on nearly every page.
Scholarly work on the history of the Jesuits from their founding in 1540
to their (temporary) suppression in 1773 has seen a huge upsurge in the
past quarter century. This Research Companion spreads the upsurge across
all the essays rather than covering it in any one essay or group of essays.

Of the three editors, Bamji and Laven are women and specialists on Italy
(Venice in particular), while the third, Janssen, is known for his work on
the Dutch republic. How did they decide what to emphasize and what to
leave out of this collection? Not surprisingly, Italy is well covered. But
rather than any geographic skewing of focus, what stands out is the scant
attention to some of the most prominent female Catholic reformers and
founders of reformed or new religious orders or congregations, such as
Angela Merici, Jane de Chantal, or Louise de Marillac. Bernini’s famous
sculpture, Ecstasy of St. Teresa, is featured, but otherwise Teresa of Avila
gets less attention than many readers will expect, especially given that the
Catholic Church declared her a doctor of the church, and given the recent,
abundant scholarly work on her and on convent life ca. 1450-1750. The
reform decrees of the Council of Trent dealt above all with reform of
the episcopate. Therefore recent scholarly works on bishops and their
implementation of its decrees are not lacking. Similarly, we have abundant
material about the lack of implementation of Trent’s reform agenda.
Trent sought to make bishops resident pastors and good shepherds who
preached regularly and taught their flocks Christian doctrine, and who
visited their dioceses and replaced incompetent and immoral priests with
sober, seminary-educated models of virtue and chastity.

While the Jesuits get plenty of attention in this volume, bishops and
diocesan clergy have to make do with far fewer references. Even Francis
de Sales, model bishop and best-selling author in his time, gets but a
passing mention. Types of publications that are given little attention here
are recent editions of primary sources from the early modern period, and
electronic versions of any sources, primary or secondary. As it is, the book
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runs some 500 pages; choices had to be made to stay within this limit, and
though some choices may be contested, the editors deserve much praise for
a valuable work that will assist and guide scholarship in an ever-expanding
and exciting field.
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TirsO GONZALES (1687-1705). By Jean-Pascal Gay. Burlington, VT: Ashgate,
2012. Pp. viii + 323. $134.95.

Gay’s book fits well within a recent stream of studies of theology that use
a theological perspective to study early modern religious and political
history. In G.’s words, “something here was happening around theology
that was not only, not even primarily, theological” (1). From this perspec-
tive, G. has chosen to retrace the rough Jesuit generalate of Tirso Gonzales
de Santalla (1687-1705).

In the second half of the 17th century, within and outside the Society
of Jesus, voices against probabilism and its offshoots multiplied. As a theo-
logian as well as a missionary in Spain, Gonzéles refused to accept and
promote probabilism as the “official” system of moral theology in the
Society of Jesus. Supported by the papacy (which in 1679 condemned some
laxist propositions) and by a minority network of Jesuits, he developed a
new system called “probabiliorism”: a more rigorous method to discern the
solution for ethical issues. This new method confronted Jansenists’ critics
from a different perspective. Jansenists were particularly active in France,
the very country where Jesuits were torn by a conflict of theological and
political loyalties. In the Gallican perspective, it was fundamental not to
give the impression of supporting a Spanish superior general. Probabilist
laxity gave the Society a bad name and, according to Gonzales, not only
was it unacceptable to adopt a probable solution when a more probable one
was available, but the individual’s own conscience should play a role in
recognizing the higher level of probability. G. follows the Spanish superior
general in his conflict with the French Jesuits and the French Court, as well
as with the Jesuit Roman Curia. He shows us a disobedient general who
abused his role in order to try to publish his treatise De recto usu
opinionum probabilium (1691), bypassing the internal censorship of his
own order and questioning the Jesuit system of obedience.

As a consequence of the debates on political, moral, and pastoral trends,
the frontier of theological reflection progressively broadened. The theolog-
ical conflict became more generally ideological, as testified by an intensi-
fied involvement of nonreligious actors as well as by the use of unusual
literary genres like pamphlets and poems.



