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achieved by bringing out the implica­
tions of credere Deo and credere in 
Deum. M.'s conclusions: there is no 
essential evolution of Thomas' doc­
trine on faith, nor did he say the final 
word on the subject. "However, 
modern subjective, existential faith 
and the objective, eschatological faith 
of Aquinas are not in opposition, but 
are complementary aspects of the 
same living faith. A blending of the 
two gives a well balanced Christian 
theology of faith" (p. 83). 

William C. McFadden, S.J. 

SERVANTS OF THE LORD. By Karl 

Rahner, S.J. Translated by Richard 
Strachan. New York: Herder and 
Herder, 1968. Pp. 220. $4.95. Col­
lected in this small volume are several 
of Rahner's articles and sermons on 
ecclesiastical office. The articles span 
thirty-four years of R.'s life; their 
subject matter varies from careful 
theological treatment of orders to 
deeply personal reflections on priestly 
existence. Even the simplest sermon 
at a priest's first Mass contains implic­
itly R.'s vast theological anthropology, 
and the reader will find that his mind 
and heart are engaged as he reads this 
book. The first article, "The Meaning 
of Ecclesiastical Office," contains a 
theology of hierarchy which serves as 
theological background for the re­
mainder of the book. R. begins his 
theology of ministry where he begins 
all his theological reflections: the 
world as self-communication of a loving 
and merciful God. Further, God has 
definitively and victoriously manifested 
Himself within the very history of this 
world in the person of Jesus Christ. In 
this world there is to be a community 
to bear witness to Jesus and to attest 
the victory God has won for men. This 
community, because it is always em­
bodying the same witness, must itself 
be one: the community requires order, 

cohesion, unity. Community office­
bearers, then, authoritatively embody 
the Church's witness and the unity of 
her witness. R. feels that the function 
of hierarchical office in the Church 
can be understood as ministerium 
verbi. When the ministry "achieves 
its most central object, definitively 
committing Church and individual 
alike, we call it the sacramental word" 
(p. 28), but hierarchical witness to the 
Christ-event cannot narrowly be lim­
ited and reduced to this sacramental 
word. Office-bearers have no guarantee 
of holiness or charism—they are serv­
ants of the one, holy, and charismatic 
Church. In the diaspora situation the 
social prestige associated with office 
vanishes, and its efficacy must depend 
more and more on the voluntary love 
and faith of all the Church members. 

William H. Dodd, S.J. 

A THEOLOGY OF MARRIAGE: A DOC­

TRINAL, MORAL, AND LEGAL STUDY. 

By Charles P. Kindregan. Milwaukee: 
Bruce, 1967. Pp. xiv + 162. K. 
divides his book into four parts: (1) 
toward a theology of marriage; (2) 
preparing for Christian marriage; (3) 
living Christian marriage—the voca­
tion to communion; and (4) the human 
law of marriage. A good bibliography 
is supplied for each of the four parts; 
the whole text is accompanied by an 
outstanding subject and author index. 
K. has produced a scholarly and com­
petent work which never bogs down 
into heavy-handed language. It is 
a book for the classroom and discussion 
groups. Furthermore, it keeps always 
to its theme of a man and a woman 
achieving holiness in a communion of 
one flesh. K. overcomes the traditional 
dualism of the ends of marriage by 
following the thought of Vatican Π 
with its emphasis on the missionary 
aspect of the People of God. Thus, 
education of progeny is essential to 
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all considerations of procreation, and 
this provides the broad base so much 
needed in a theology of marriage. 
Responsible parenthood, growing 
together in love by witnessing Christ 
to one another, makes possible the 
growth in the Christlike attitudes 
which they share with their children 
in the form of redemptive teaching. 
Marriage is a deepening of inter­
personal relationships because it is 
based on a union of the People of 
God, and marital love becomes a lit­
urgy of service and sacrifice; thus, 
"marriage is a Christian sacrament 
because it is a redemptive action of the 
body of Christ." K. comes to this 
theology by first considering several 
"negative" historical sets of data con­
cerning the causes for the poor devel­
opment of the theology of marriage 
and the failure of Christians in the past 
to appreciate sex as the gift of God. 
By a judicious use of history, he is 
able to give a cogent and precise 
development of the doctrine on mar­
riage; and by a careful use of conciliar 
and papal documents, together with 
constant awareness of the existential 
bases these have in Scripture, he is 
able to discuss the biological aspects of 
marriage in terms of community, 
communication, and communion. K. 
provides that balance which is the 
major concern of Pope Paul in 
Humanae vitae. He provides the 
necessary empirical data and informa­
tion for the mature and reasonable 
formation of salvifically sensitive and 
responsible Christian disciples. This 
seems to be an ideal book on the 
theology of marriage. 

Edward G. Zogby, S.J. 

THE PURELY PENAL LAW THEORY IN 
THE SPANISH THEOLOGIANS FROM 
VITORIA TO SUAREZ. By William Daniel, 
S.J. Analecta Gregoriana 164. Rome: 
Gregorian University Press, 1968. Pp. 
218. $5.00. The subtleties of the 

penal law theory, a theory which ad­
mits of various interpretations re­
garding the relationship of penalty to 
law, viz., the obligation to observe a 
law and/or its penalty, are clearly 
articulated in this doctoral disserta­
tion. In an era of aggiornamento, when 
the vivifying spirit of Church law and 
the dignity of conscience are high­
lighted over the letter, it is good to be 
reminded that a study of penal law 
is "an important question for the 
leading of the Christian life, namely 
the attitude of conscience that is in­
volved in our life under the law." 
D.'s historical approach, essential for 
a sense of perspective, is confined to 
Spain during the period covering the 
mid-fifteenth to the mid-sixteenth 
centuries, a relatively brief period 
but one which produced influential 
authors who helped to forge and re­
fine this theory. It is a good study of 
the doctrinal context in which this 
devastating approach to "law" de­
veloped, but it is not always clear 
that the casuistry involved is any 
more than moral philosophy. Students 
of moral theology will find this study 
a worth-while contribution to a thorny 
question. D. himself makes a good 
case for the nonacceptability of the 
purely penal law theory. 

Dennis Doherty, O.S.B. 

THE EARLY CHURCH. By Henry 
Chadwick. Baltimore: Penguin, 1967. 
Pp. 304. $1.45. This book, well 
calculated to profit TS readers, is 
Vol. 1 in the six- volume Pelican History 
of the Church, five of which have 
appeared since 1960. An unusual fea­
ture of the series is that it is published 
originally in paperback, and it is a good 
opportunity to acquire an up-to-date, 
capably and interestingly written set 
at a very reasonable outlay. The 
present book does honor to the series. 
C , Regius Professor of Divinity at 
Oxford, demonstrates a familiarity 



SHORTER NOTICES 163 

with the results of recent research. His 
tightly-written chapters seem to be 
addressed primarily to the well-
educated. Because of the modest 
allotted scope, selectivity is essential. 
C.'s emphases reflect his special 
concern for early Christian thought, 
as is clear from the high proportion 
of space dedicated to patristic authors 
and to the theological controversies 
of the first six centuries, in which the 
frequently abstruse issues are not 
glossed over. Gnosticism, with its 
ramifications, receives considerable 
scrutiny; this is not surprising, be­
cause in C.'s judgment "the conquest 
of Gnosticism may be counted the 
hardest and most decisive battle in 
church history" (p. 286). Peter's death 
in Rome is accepted as highly prob­
able, but his primacy is doubted— 
"perhaps there were some Christians 
who believed Peter rather than 
James to be the supreme authority 
in the Church after the Ascension" 
(p. 18). The brief bibliography of 
titles available in English is helpful; 
it would be even more so if the recent 
synthesis by Baus were added. 

John F. Broderick, S.J. 

I N I T I A T I O N λ LA D O C T R I N E D E S 

PERES DE L'ÉGLISE. By J. N. D. Kelly. 
Translated by C. Tunner, O.P. Paris: 
Editions du Cerf, 1968. Pp. 531. 39 fr. 
K.'s Early Christian Doctrines (London 
and New York, 1958; 2nd ed., 1960; 3rd 
ed., 1965), tracing the development of 
the principal Christian doctrines 
(Trinity, Christology, soteriology, 
ecclesiology, sacraments, eschatology) 
from the close of the first century to 
the middle of the fifth, has been rec­
ognized for a decade as a remarkably 
discriminating synthesis unusually 
useful for students (cf., e.g., C. Butler, 
Downside Review 77 [1959J181). Intro­
ducing the translation, P.-Th. Camelot 
claims that the French fills a genuine 
need. On the Catholic side in France, 

the one manual of the history of dog­
mas is the classic three-volume work 
of Tixeront (1904 ff.)—and this despite 
the ceaseless advance in patristic re­
search and the new theological cli­
mate. Moreover, the French version 
(Cerf) of Schmaus-Grillmeier has seri­
ous disadvantages in that only six Ger­
man fascicles of their Handbuch have 
appeared in seventeen years. A dis­
tinctive service provided by Initiation 
is the updating of K.'s bibliographies. 
Camelot is convinced that K. can 
awaken and enrich in the reader the 
sense of tradition, "which is con­
tinuity and progress" (p. 8), and that 
this Anglican work on "the undivided 
Church" is a splendid contribution to 
the cause of ecumenism. 

Walter J. Burgkardt, S.J. 

BlBLIOGRAPHIA SYNODORUM PARTICU-
LARiUM. By Jacobus T. Sawicki. 
Vatican City: S. Congregatio de 
Seminariis et Studiorum Universitati-
bus; New York: Fordham University 
Press, 1967. Pp. xxx + 379. $8.50. 
This pioneering exploration of a vast 
area merits a place on the reference 
shelf of any sizable theological library. 
Its compiler, a professor of the history 
of Polish law in the University of 
Warsaw, has long been a student of 
Polish synods. In 1963 and 1964 he 
broadened the scope of his research 
by labors in several major European 
libraries, thanks to a grant from the 
Institute of Medieval Canon Law, 
directed by Stephan Kuttner of 
Yale University. The book's contents 
include printed source materials, as 
well as books and articles about 
synods other than ecumenical ones. 
Of the 3448 entries, 391 occur under 
"Generalia," confined to documen­
tary collections of more than one 
synod, and to the literature treating 
the topic in broader fashion. The 
remaining items fall in the other main 
division, "Specialia," which deals 
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with specific councils. Within each 
division the listing is alphabetical 
according to author or, in the case of 
anonymous publications, title. Three 
indexes (persons, places, and topics) 
facilitate the location of desired works. 
S. has not attempted complete cov­
erage, especially of sources, as his 
norms for inclusion and exclusion 
make clear. His deliberate omission of 
"editiones officiosae" of individual 
synods explains the slight attention 
to synods held in the U.S., save for 
Baltimore. For information of this 
kind, S. must be supplemented by a 
work like E. Vollmar's The Catholic 
Church in America: An Historical 
Bibliography (2nd ed., 1963). On the 
other hand, S. has not confined him­
self to the various Catholic rites, 
although the overwhelming majority 
of the entries concern them; a sizable 
number of titles refer to Protestant 
gatherings, and a much smaller total 
to Orthodox and even Jewish ones. 
(For those in search of recently pub­
lished studies of ecumenical synods, 
very rich bibliographies are available 
in the annual issues of the Archivum 
historiae pontificiae [1963 ff.], whose 
fifth volume [1967] catalogs 538 items 
on Vatican II alone.) 

John F. Broderick, S.J. 

SCRIPTUM IN LIBRUM PRIMUM 
SENTENTIARUM: ORDINATIO. By William 
of Ockham. Edited by Gedeon Gal, 
O.F.M., and Stephan Brown, O.F.M. 
St. Bonaventure, N.Y.: Franciscan 
Institute, 1967. Pp. 41 + 535. $15.00. 
The first of a projected twenty-volume 
critical edition of the theological and 
philosophical works of William of 
Ockham being prepared by the 
Franciscan Institute at St. Bonaven­
ture University. Ockham's Commen­
tary on the Sentences is popularly 
believed to consist of four books and 
is generally admitted to be his most 

important theological work. This 
volume in the new series contains the 
first book of the Commentary, which 
outranks in importance the remaining 
three books: it is more than twice the 
length of the other three books com­
bined, and it is the most thorough 
work that Ockham wrote and, as 
Michalski showed some forty years 
ago, it is an Ordinatio, i.e., a text pre­
pared for publication by the author 
himself, while the remaining three 
books are a Reportado, a copy of 
lectures taken down by a pupil and 
polished for publication either by the 
pupil or the teacher. Prior to the 
Second World War, Dom Hildebrand 
Bascour of Louvain had begun to 
prepare a critical edition of the 
Ordinatio, and in 1942 Philotheus 
Boehner, O.F.M., writing in the July 
issue of New Scholasticism, stated 
that he was preparing a critical edition 
of the other three books. Bascour was 
forced to abandon his project in 1951, 
and Boehner died in 1955 before the 
completion of his part of the project. 
The Ordinatio exists in a rare Stras­
bourg edition of 1486. The other 
incunabula edition of the Commentary 
on the Sentences was printed at 
Lyons in 1495 and contains both the 
Ordinatio and the Reportado. It is this 
more frequently used edition that has 
suggested the false opinion that all 
four books were in reality one work. 
The Lyons edition of the Ordinatio 
was most probably taken from the 
Strasbourg printed text. Boehner's 
research convincingly demonstrated 
that the Strasbourg edition is not a 
reliable guide to the Ordinatio, and 
working with seventeen manuscripts 
suggested Firenze, Bibl. Naz. A. 3. 801 
as the basis for a critical edition. Gal 
and Brown have accepted Boehner's 
work and have presented a solid, 
critical text which is clear and service­
able. 

Herbert J. Ryan, S.J. 
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DEFENSORIUM OBEDIENTIAE APOSTO-

LICAE ET ALIA DOCUMENTA. By Gabriel 

Biel et al. Edited and translated by 
Heiko A. Oberman, Daniel E. Zerfoss, 
and William J. Courtenay. Cambridge, 
Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 1968. Pp. viii + 387. 
$12.00. On Oct. 22, 1462, 
Gabriel Biel (+1495) completed his 
Defensorium obedientiae apostolicae 
in support of Pius Π and Adolf von 
Nassau in their conflict (145&-63) 
with the conciliar-minded Diether 
von Isenburg for the Archbishopric 
of Mainz. The conflict centered on the 
right of the pope to depose a bishop 
without a hearing and the validity 
of an appeal from a pope to a future 
council. In his Defensorium, Biel sees 
unity as the bulwark of the Church's 
authority and the pope as the center 
of this unity. This principle is first 
enunciated and then applied to the 
question of Pius' deposition of Diether. 
The Defensorium was printed often, 
six editions appearing between 1500 
and 1520, all based on the Tübingen 
edition of 1500. For this new edition, 
the authors consulted two mss. written 
within a decade of the original work 
(Mainz Stadtbibliothek Π 219, pp. 
25-41; Vatican Pal. lat. 192, f. 186r-
200v). The related alia documenta 
(1460-63) supply the context for the 
work. They consist of Pius' Bull 
Execrabilis, his sentence deposing 
Diether from the see of Mainz, 
Diether's German Defensionsschrift 
against deposition, a Replica to the 
pro-Diether polemicist Gregor Heim­
burg written by the curialist Teodoro 
Laelio, Pius' encyclical supporting 
Adolf for the see, and excerpts from 
Pius' Decretal In minoribus agentes 
on the Roman primacy. The editions 
of the alia documenta date from the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
The authors provide a clear and well-
documented introduction concerning 
the history of the conflict, together 

with translations of the various docu­
ments. The introduction gives a major 
role in the polemic to Gregor Heim­
burg, but unfortunately none of his 
works are included among the texts. 
The translations are readable, if at 
times somewhat free. 

Joseph F. Kelly 

THE GREAT LIGHT: LUTHER AND 

THE REFORMATION. By James Atkinson. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968. Pp. 
287. $5.00. Atkinson's passionate 
brief for the sixteenth-century re­
formers serves as Vol. 4 (mistakenly 
given on spine and jacket as Vol. 1) 
in a series of popular histories by 
Anglican evangelicals, "The Advance 
of Christianity through the Centuries," 
edited by F. F. Bruce. The preface 
sets the tone by speaking of Luther's 
stand "on the unshakeable ground of 
Bible, conscience, and common sense" 
and of Calvin's effectiveness "by the 
sheer power of his pellucid and pro­
found theology." Against these two 
paragons was the papacy, "never more 
immoral, frivolous, irresponsible, and 
irreligious, never more deaf to God 
and the Gospel." This, obviously, is 
not history written from a critical 
distance with scholarly objectivity. 
A.'s personal confession seldom gives 
way to a passion for primary evidence. 
A first result is a series of factual 
errors. In 1518, Luther did not argue 
that the thesaurus of indulgences was 
Christ, as A. puts it on p. 51, but he 
held that it was the power of the keys 
exercised in the Church. Leo X did 
not condemn the forty-one proposi­
tions of Exsurge as heretical (p. 62), 
but qualified the condemnation so 
globally that the judgment on any 
one proposition remains uncertain. 
At Augsburg in 1530, the Catholics 
did not remain adamant on six points 
(p. 104) but on two: the restoration 
of the Canon of the Mass and the 
return of confiscated monastic property. 
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Worse than errors of fact are the 
jarring emotional tones, as-when A. 
speaks of the hated Catholic priest­
hood (pp. 20, 55, 58, 90, 94) or when 
he exudes his enthusiasm for Thomas 
Cranmer. It is disturbing to realize 
that a Protestant writer, who is Pro­
fessor at the University of Sheffield 
and member of the Catholic-Anglican 
Preparatory Commission, could relate 
the ecclesiastical history of the six­
teenth century with hardly a trace of 
that self-critical spirit found so widely 
in present-day Catholic assessments 
of the Catholic tradition. 

Jar ed Wicks, S.J. 

THE HISTORICAL ROAD OF ANGLI­
CANISM. By Carroll E. Simcox. Chi­
cago: Regnery, 1968. Pp. xiii + 235. 
$6.25. A summary history of 
Christianity in England from Roman 
times to the present day. Throughout 
the medieval period it is the Church 
in England. In the sixteenth century, 
however, certain acts of Parliament 
do their utmost to sever the Church 
from all relationship to the pope and 
to western Christendom and to trans­
form it into the Church of England. 
S. writes: "The statement that the 
English reformation was an act of 
state is quite accurate" (p. 105). As a 
consequence of these parliamentary 
proceedings there was some reform 
of medieval abuses, but no thorough­
going reformation was achieved. 
Rightly enough, he stresses the nine­
teenth-century reformation of the 
Church of England which is com­
monly known as the Oxford Movement. 
His descriptive chapter on it is appro­
priately headed "The Catholic Re­
vival." The book concludes with ac­
counts of the Church of England in 
America, known as the Episcopalian 
Church, of the world-wide spread of 
Anglicanism, and its future. There are 
two appendixes: eighteen questions 
and answers succinctly delineating 

modern Anglicanism, and a short bib­
liography. 

Eric McDermott, S.J. 

THE SACRED CANOPY: ELEMENTS OF 
A SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY OF RELIGION. 
By Peter L. Berger. Garden City, 
N.Y.: Doubleday, 1967. Pp. vii + 230. 
$4.95. By the author of The 
Noise of Solemn Assemblies and The 
Precarious Vision, this is a jewel of a 
book which "seeks to apply a general 
theoretical perspective from the soci­
ology of knowledge to the phenomenon 
of religion." In his endeavor, B. draws 
upon the fresh methodology and 
sociological theory which he and 
Thomas Luckmann proffer in The 
Social Construction of Reality—A Trea­
tise in the Sociology of Knowledge. 
B.'s concern is not to judge religious 
commitments or institutions, but to 
account for them as products of soci­
ety. Man has always constructed a 
world of meaning out of the facts of 
his experience, quite apart from any 
warrant reality itself might add to the 
effort. B. makes no claims about "the 
ultimate ontological status of this 
alleged reality." Rather, he attempts 
to relate religion to the construction 
and maintenance of this world of mean­
ing which "reveals the pressing ur­
gency and intensity of man's quest for 
meaning." In the process he provides 
a neutral assessment of theodicy and 
alienation which begs attention. In the 
second major section B. turns to the 
current phenomenon of secularization 
in both its institutional and individual 
forms. His question is that of the secu­
lar ecumenist: Can the Judeo-Chris­
tian tradition be the focal point for 
the meaningful ordering of man's 
world? Does religion face a "crisis of 
plausibility"? Can it legitimate it­
self? For the theologian who has some 
concern for answering these types of 
questions, B. provides appendixes 
which trace out the implications of 
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the sociological theory for theology. 
The value of the book is that it shows 
that these answers are not self-evi­
dent. 

James W. Thomasson 

RELIGION IN A SECULAR AGE: THE 
SEARCH FOR FINAL MEANING. By 
John Cogley. New York: Praeger, 
1968. Pp. xxi + 147. $5.95. How tradi­
tional religions are to come to terms 
with modernity is not only the most 
existentially pressing one for theolo­
gians today, but also one that involves 
the most fundamental theoretical is­
sues. C. correctly labels his contribu­
tion to this area a "journalistic com­
pendium," and herein lie both its 
usefulness and its limitations. The 
clarity, conciseness, and comprehen­
siveness of C.'s survey of the varieties 
of religion and their confrontation with 
the modern secular world will make 
this an invaluable handbook for the 
general reader. The professional theo­
logian, however, should turn to Peter 
Berger's The Sacred Canopy (New 
York, 1967) for an indepth sociological 
study of the relation between religion 
and its cultural "infra-structures." C. 
is in harmony with Berger at all sig­
nificant points of contact; but one 
must go to Berger to understand the 
dynamics behind the phenomena C. 
describes. Otherwise, C. handles his 
material competently and objectively. 
His own liberal standpoint only serves 
to reinforce the detachment with 
which he outlines the corrosive effects 
of modernity on traditional religious 
positions. His one serious lapse comes 
when he attempts to assign Neo-Ortho­
doxy its role in the history of modern 
theology. Nineteenth-century liberal 
Protestantism, not Neo-Orthodoxy, 
was the forerunner of the secular 
theology of the fifties and sixties. As 
Berger shows convincingly, Neo-Or­
thodoxy was an accidental, retrogres­

sive interlude in the liberal move­
ment, which has now resumed at a 
quicker pace (Berger, pp. 157-66). 
Current theological trends should be 
classified as neo-liberal reactions to 
Neo-Orthodoxy. Moreover, Karl Barth, 
not Reinhold Neibuhr, is the "most 
influential and prolific" Neo-Ortho­
dox writer. In conclusion, C. finds no 
"hopeless conflicts" between religious 
tradition and the modern mentality; 
Berger's readers may feel less easy. 

Anselm Atkins, O.C.S.O. 

M A T E R E T M A G I S T R A : T E X T E L A T I N , 

N O U V E L L E T R A D U C T I O N , C O M M E N T A I R E . 

By Paul-Emile Boité, S.S. 5 vols. 
Montreal: Université de Montréal, 
1968. $40.00. Those who are 
acquainted with B.'s nine articles on 
Mater et magistra that appeared in 
Studia Montis Regii from 1963 to 1967 
will be familiar with much of the ma­
terial in this work. B. has translated 
the text of Mater et magistra and 
utilizing his former research has com­
piled a four-volume commentary on 
the Encyclical. The commentary con­
sists of fifteen hundred citation-filled 
footnotes to the text. The work is 
more than a thorough treatment of 
Mater et magistra; it is an encyclo­
pedia on the social teaching of the 
Church. Helpfully indexed, rich in 
historical detail, B.'s work has de­
servedly won the commendation of 
such authorities as Calvez, Cronin, 
Hamelin, Jarlot, Land, and Nell-
Breuning. B. is to be complimented 
for turning out a most useful research 
tool for understanding the develop­
ment of the Church's teaching on 
social questions in the seventy-year 
period from Rerum novarum to Mater 
et magistra. This work is highly rec­
ommended; no theological library 
should be without it. 

Herbert J. Ryan, S.J. 
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THE MIRROR OF LANGUAGE: A STUDY 
IN THE MEDIEVAL THEORY OF KNOWL­
EDGE. By Marcia L. Colish. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1968. 
Pp. xxiii + 404. $10.00. C. 
sets out to establish that Augustine, 
Anselm, Aquinas, and Dante have 
fundamentally the same view on the 
function of signs in the acquisition 
and communication of knowledge. 
Basic elements in this shared sign-
theory are (a) the notion of an objec­
tive order of being, prior to knowledge 
and measure of all knowledge, and 
(6) confidence that sensible signs can 
lead to an accurate knowledge of this 
objective order of being. The medi­
evale, mainly concerned with knowl­
edge of God, stress also the inade­
quacy of knowledge, its dependence 
on God, and its partial dependence on 
love. The confidence in signs is found 
in classical philosophy, especially in 
Aristotle. There is a shift, first formu­
lated by Augustine, to stress on signs 
as basically verbal. Hence the com­
mon theory is called a linguistic 
epistemology. This new stress comes 
naturally from Christians' belief in 
revelation and most obviously from 
the doctrine of the Word Incarnate. 
It receives added thrust from the 
verbal disciplines of the liberal arts 
curriculum, rhetoric, grammar, and 
dialectic. C.'s main contention is 
that changing emphasis from one to 
the other of these disciplines accounts, 
at least in part, for apparent theoretic 
differences among the authors under 
discussion. Thus all express the same 
basic view, but in different modes. 
Augustine's mode is rhetoric, Anselm's 
grammar, Aquinas' dialectic, Dante's 
a poetics conceived in terms of rhet­
oric. The discussion is always interest­
ing, frequently enlightening. What 
does not appear, however, is an ade­
quate indication that through the 
Middle Ages there was a genuine de­

velopment in Christian theology and 
incidentally, most notably in Aquinas, 
a genuine development in cognitional 
theory. Strip the medie vals of their 
theoretic differences and you find a 
rather basic Christian realism. 

Cornelius O'Donovan, S.J. 

THE BEGINNINGS OF DIALECTIC THE­
OLOGY 1. Edited by James M. Rob­
inson. Translated from the German by 
Keith R. Crim and Louis De Grazia. 
Richmond: John Knox, 1968. Pp. 380. 
$12.50. An edited translation of 
the first two volumes of Anfänge 
der dialektischen Theologie originally 
edited by Jürgen Moltmann. Since 
the beginnings of dialectic theology 
had not been shared by, and there­
fore lost to, the present generation 
(i.e., of the 1960's), Moltmann col­
lected the basic articles, reviews, and 
speeches relating to this new the­
ology. As editor of the English trans­
lation, R. has rearranged the selec­
tions, but Parts 1 and 2 basically cor­
respond to those of Vols. 1 and 2 of 
the German. Some essays which ap­
peared in Moltmann's edition are here 
omitted because of their availability 
in English (e.g., some essays by 
Barth), and some which Moltmann 
himself omitted because of their ac­
cessibility in German have been added 
(e.g., the public correspondence be­
tween Barth and Harnack on the criti­
cal historical method). Part 1 con­
siders the advance from "Religious 
Socialism to Barthianism" with essays 
by Barth, a discussion of his Epistle 
to the Romans by Brunner, Gogarten, 
and Bultmann, the Barth-Tillich de­
bate on the concept of paradox, and 
finally the Barth-Harnack correspond­
ence. Part 2 consists of the early 
writings of Bultmann and Gogarten 
under the general head "Christianity 
and Culture." The value of this vol­
ume is self-evident; it has been judi-
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ciously edited. R. offers the English 
reader an entirely new contact with 
the beginnings of dialectic theology, 
and not just another collection of 
previously published essays. In his 
introduction R. indicates other writings 
of these theologians which should be 
read in conjunction with the volume 
at hand, in order to discern the de­
velopment of dialectic theology. The 
selections in the present volume cover 
the years 1919-33, and R. projects a 
second volume (which will correspond 
to the German third) that will contain 
material from the early period of the 
confrontation with Nazism. 

THE CAMBRIDGE PLATONISTS. Edited 
by Gerald R. Cragg. A Library of Prot­
estant Theology. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1968. Pp. xiii + 451. 
$8.50. A selection of writings 
from that small but influential group 
of Cambridge University teachers of 
the latter part of the seventeenth cen­
tury who championed liberty of con­
science, freedom of will, and the place 
of reason in the realm of faith. Though 
born and educated in Puritanism, 
their theology was in vigorous opposi­
tion to the Calvinism of their time, 
finding predestination repellant and 
the denigration of man erroneous. For 
this volume C. has drawn mainly from 
the works of Whichcote, Smith, Cud-
worth, and More, with fewer passages 
from Culverwel and Norris. Since 
these men have suffered from neglect, 
C.'s introduction is especially en­
lightening and valuable; he briefly 
identifies the members of the group, 
sketches the intellectual atmosphere 
in which they operated, and epito­
mizes their basic teaching. C. prefaces 
each extract with a note concerning 
its significance and arranges the selec­
tions according to headings which 
highlight the chief theological con­
cerns of the Cambridge Platonists. 
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