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The translation series as whole is most welcome and laudable, for H. deserves a 
wider audience. This volume, however, is not an obvious entry point for anyone new 
to H.’s work. Moreover, H. is easier to read in Latin than in English translation, for his 
vocabulary and style are dryly technical and highly refined.
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McGinn’s life-story of this seminal text begins with a brief chapter surveying Aquinas’s 
13th-century Scholastic context, warning us that Scholasticism cannot be reduced to a 
set of “teachings or to a single system of thought” (11). It is more aptly seen as an 
Aristotelian science employing both reason and faith, and intimately related to the 
biblical concept of wisdom, a sacred teaching that derives its first principles from 
revelation, and arranges them so as to achieve its ultimate goal: a return to the trans-
cendent source of truth and “eternal happiness” (59). As M. eloquently argues in chap-
ter 2, this cyclical pattern informs the overall structure of the Summa, one that proceeds 
from Creator to creation and then traces humanity from the fall to ultimate redemption 
through the mediation of divine providence. This is the shape not only of the Summa 
but of Aquinas’s entire thought-world.

Chapter 3 proves more daunting, since M. has a mere 43 pages to take the reader 
though a guided tour of the Summa itself. He wisely chooses to focus on a few repre-
sentative topics—the existence and nature of God (79–89); the created order (89–95); 
virtue and teleological fulfilment (96–106); and the necessity of grace for salvation 
through Christ (107–16)—rather than trying to give a full outline. Nevertheless, 
despite M.’s considerable skill at highlighting thematic elements and suggesting how 
they fit together, this section feels cramped.

Chapter 4 presents a succinct yet incisive overview of the Summa’s complex after-
life, explaining how, despite rapid intellectual changes, it remained central to many of 
these eras’ most contested theological debates. M. is particularly adept at explaining 
Meister Eckhart’s “creative misreading” (133) of Aquinas—unsurprisingly, since M. is 
one of the foremost scholars of the German mystic. The final chapter effortlessly guides 
the reader through neo-Scholasticism’s late 19th-century ascendancy, the development 
of various competing schools of 20th-century Thomism, the rise of pluralism, and the 
concurrent relative eclipse of the Summa in the post-Vatican II years. A brief epilogue 
assures us, however, that reports of the Summa’s demise are premature: it will continue 
to be discussed and studied. Indeed, “the cycle of wisdom rolls on” (214).
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