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explicitly from the perspective of sign. 
L. has presented a richly documented 
historical study, but he leaves almost 
untouched the further question as to 
whether such a vision of the world has 
any significance for man in the twen­
tieth century. 

Zachary Hayes, O.F.M. 

CHRISTIAN UNITY AND CHRISTIAN D I ­
VERSITY. By John Macquarrie. Phila­
delphia: Westminster, 1975. Pp. 118. 
$2.85. 

The assumption of M.'s book is that 
diversity in the Church is a good and 
legitimate goal. Any proposal for 
Church reunion must embrace unity-
in-diversity and diversity-in-unity. He 
eschews the organic model of Church 
unity and prefers to work with the 
more personalist category of the people 
of God. His suggestion is that Church 
unity today might be structured after 
the pattern of the Uniat churches, a 
pattern which allows communion with 
Rome as well as a measure of auton­
omy. The only realistic approach to 
healing past divisions, M. believes, is 
unity with Rome without absorption. 

M. consistently employs two princi­
ples throughout his twelve chapters. 
First, he works with the distinction 
first suggested by Paul Tillich between 
the Catholic substance and the Protes­
tant principle. In a series of chapters 
entitled Quaestiones disputatae, M. 
applies this principle to such diverse 
questions as ministry, Eucharist, mar­
riage, Mariology, and authority. A sec­
ond principle is the substitution of 
personalist categories for the more tra­
ditional impersonal ones such as tran-
substantiation and vinculum conju­
gale. 

An example of how M. works can be 
found in his treatment of the Eucha­
rist. Much of the controversy in regard 
to the Eucharist is linked to the doc­
trine of transubstantiation. The Cath­
olic substance underlying this doctrine 
is faith's affirmation of Christ's real 

presence in the Eucharist. The Protes­
tant principle, however, criticizes the 
late-medieval doctrine of transubstan­
tiation for its semimagical approach 
and its exclusive preoccupation with 
the consecrated elements. M.'s more 
personalist categories would seek to do 
justice both to the Catholic substance 
and the Protestant principle by locat­
ing the Eucharistie species within the 
broader context of the Eucharistie 
community. 

From a Roman Catholic point of 
view, one can only be impressed by 
M.'s effort to find the Catholic sub­
stance in such controversial questions 
as the Immaculate Conception and the 
papacy. The Roman Catholic could 
also live comfortably, I believe, with 
M.'s Uniat model. 

In general, then, this is a solid effort 
in ecumenical theology by an Anglican 
whose theological tradition is clearly 
Catholic. The one limitation is that 
space prevents him from giving more 
than the general outline of his ap­
proach to reunion and a sketch of how 
he would begin to deal with the classi­
cal controversies between Protestants 
and Catholics. I hope M. will write 
at greater length on these topics. 

John J. O'Donnell, S.J. 

GIFT AND CALL: TOWARDS A CHRISTIAN 
THEOLOGY OF MORALITY. By Enda 
McDonagh. St. Meinrad, Ind.: Abbey, 
1975. Pp. 182. $3.95. 

M.'s concern is not with moral theol­
ogy but with a theology of morality; he 
seeks "a theological understanding of 
morality through an exploration of the 
moral dimension of human experience 
in the light of the theologian's belief in 
Jesus Christ." The book's ten chapters 
are divided into two sections; the first 
four chapters form an organic unity 
dealing with fundamental issues such 
as the relationship between morality 
and Christian theology, the meaning 
and structure of moral experience, the 
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person as moral subject, and the role of 
Christ in morality. The remaining six 
chapters are more loosely related: the 
Church as a learning community, 
vocation, sexuality and celibacy, 
nationalism, and violence. 

For M. one's very situation mediates 
unconditionally a sense of "ought" by 
means of which a person is called to 
such actions as to break out of the self; 
other-centered action is moral behav­
ior, while self-centered action is im­
moral. In response to the inherent 
"moral call" of the human situation, 
the individual undergoes a threefold 
process of development: other-recogni­
tion and self-identification, other-re­
spect and self-acceptance, other-re­
sponse and self-development. From 
the perspectives both of human and 
Christian understanding, M. sees real­
ity as displaying "a gift-embodying-
call structure where the gift is at the 
same time qualified by an element 
of threat-provoking-fear." Because 
gift triumphs finally over threat in the 
risen Christ, the Christian ethic is 
eucharistie and celebrative; it is lived 
in gratitude and rejoicing. 

In treating violence and the just-war 
theory, M. is most provocative. No 
matter how indirectly people are the 
object of violent activity, violence "fi­
nally counts as damage because of how 
it affects people." M.'s assessment of 
the just-war theory is that it is not 
genuinely Christian in its foundation, 
nor has it had much practical signifi­
cance in regulating war, the estab­
lished form of violence. 

Vincent J. Genovesi, S.J. 

BEYOND TOLERANCE: THE CHALLENGE 
OF MIXED MARRIAGE. Edited by Mi­
chael Hurley. London: Geoffrey Chap­
man, 1975. Pp. xi + 193. £3.50. 

The title is meant to suggest a "more 
positive attitude to marriages between 
Christians of different denominations" 
(p. x). Such an attitude is surely 

needed, but it is not clear what the 
middle ground is, if any, between sim­
ple tolerance and outright advocacy of 
such marriages; the latter is certainly 
not urged. The "challenge" in the 
subtitle is not only for ecumenical 
theoreticians but also for those whose 
love has compelled them to marry 
despite religious differences fraught 
with practical ramifications. 

This edited work contains the papers 
presented at the International Consul­
tation on Mixed Marriages, hosted by 
the Irish School of Ecumenics (of 
which M. Hurley is the director) in 
Dublin, Sept. 2-6, 1974. The sixteen 
contributors include ten Roman Cath­
olics, two Anglicans, two Lutherans, 
one Methodist, and one Presbyterian. 
Part 4, on pastoral approaches, statis-
ticizes the situation in Britain, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, and Australia-
in all, a good overview. 

One of the more incisive contribu­
tions is by Anglican theologian G. R. 
Dunstan, who highlights the dynamic 
nature of marriage (the "emerging uni­
ty" therein) and argues effectively that 
family unity must not be shattered by 
church disunity. Very concretely, e.g., 
the decision regarding the religious 
upbringing of the children must be the 
couple's own. Noting existing resent­
ment to the Roman Catholic practice 
of granting annulments, according to 
which remarriage is "offered as mar­
riage for the first time," he cautions 
that we deceive ourselves, but the 
world is not deceived, when we offer 
ecclesiastical provisions as ordinances 
ordained by God. In so many words, 
the other contributors echo and theo­
logically substantiate these same 
views. 

The world in general and the family 
in particular can well do without reli­
gious in-fighting—an expression which 
should itself be contradictory. Any 
professional effort, such as this Consul­
tation, designed to make the God of 
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love and peace more manifest can only 
be welcomed. 

Dennis J. Doherty 

ABORTION? RESOURCES FOR PASTORAL 

COUNSELING. By Eldon Weisheit. St. 
Louis: Concordia, 1976. Pp. 175. $6.95. 

SHOULD I HAVE AN ABORTION? By 

Eldon Weisheit. St. Louis: Concordia, 
1976. Pp. 101. $1.75. 

These are complementary volumes, 
the first designed for the pastor-
counselor, the second for a woman 
counselee with a "problem preg­
nancy." Part 1 of the first book 
reprints the second book in its entirety; 
Part 2 contains seventy additional 
pages of resources for the counselor, 
including three theological statements 
from Lutheran sources, fourteen 
excerpts representing a fair cross sec­
tion of proabortion and antiabortion 
viewpoints, and a listing of biblical 
quotations thought relevant to the 
abortion question. 

W.'s goal is (and, he suggests, the 
goal of all counselors should be) to 
prevent a woman from rushing into a 
decision she will later be unable to live 
with and to help her evaluate her 
feelings objectively before deciding 
among the three options: abortion, 
going to term and keeping the child, or 
putting the child up for adoption. 
Writing with sensitivity and in a read­
able style, W. succeeds in unraveling 
many aspects of the terribly complex 
abortion issue. He does so in a nondi-
rective way that may not please all 
readers, least of all the anxious woman 
who is looking for someone to assume 
responsibility for her decision. For 
those who oppose all abortions, W. 
provides insights into why some 
women choose abortion; for those who 
generally favor abortions, he provides 
some sobering thoughts on the ramifi­
cations of the decision for abortion. 

Legal, safe, and accessible abortion 

is providing more and more women 
today with an option unthinkable only 
a few years ago. The churches, what­
ever their official stand on abortion, 
must be ready to counsel women in 
this crisis situation. W. has recognized 
the problem and taken a first step to 
meet the need. 

James J. Doyle, C.S.C. 

CRIME AND JUSTICE IN AMERICA: A 

PARADOX OF CONSCIENCE. By L. Harold 

De Wolf. New York: Harper & Row, 
1975. Pp. 271. $15.00. 

D.'s book is both a reflection on our 
ethical resources for dealing with the 
crisis of criminal justice in America 
and an argument for specific propos­
als. The crisis is manifest in our much 
higher levels of crime and considerably 
severer levels of punishment, when we 
are compared with other developed 
nations. D. attributes both to a violent, 
aggressive, and vindictive tradition in 
America, which he calls America Β 
and which he finds operative in Ameri­
can capitalism. To redress the situa­
tion, he calls on the humane and 
benevolent ethical consensus of Amer­
ica A, which he takes to be ground 
common to the Jewish, Christian, and 
secular traditions. The valuable part of 
his book is his explicitation of the 
content of this consensus as it bears on 
norms for criminal justice. On the 
basis of this ethical consensus, he 
rejects retributivism and argues for 
social defense and restoration as the 
purpose of the criminal-justice system. 
Somewhat surprisingly for a theolo­
gian, D. avoids any consideration of 
crime in relation to tragedy or to sin; 
and his approach to the problem of 
crime is marked by the reformist opti­
mism of liberal Protestantism. The 
proposals he advances are sensible and 
would do much to humanize the Amer­
ican system of criminal justice. 

John Langan, S.J. 
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EXPLORING MYSTICISM: A METHODO­

LOGICAL ESSAY. By Frits Staal. Berke­

ley: Univ. of California Press, 1976. Pp. 
230. $15.00; $4.95 (paper). 

Rejecting the popular notion that 
religious, especially mystical, phenom­
ena are ultimately mysterious, S. 
insists upon a rational, theoretical, 
and experimental approach to the 
study of mysticism. He contends: 
"Among the religions of mankind, the 
western monotheistic religions are 
alone in putting severe restrictions on 
the acquisition of knowledge." On the 
other hand, "If we approach Buddhist 
thought on its own terms, there 
appears to be little justification, if any, 
to speak of 'Buddhist iΓrationalism.,,' 

Part 2, "How Not to Study Mysti­
cism," criticizes as "unsatisfactory," 
"insufficient," and "often wrong" the 
"dogmatic approach" of Zaehner and 
Panikkar; the philological and histori­
cal approaches of Ruben, Lindquist, 
Conze, and Massignon; the phenome-
nological and sociological approaches, 
especially of Otto and Eliade; and 
various physiological and psychologi­
cal approaches. 

Part 3, "How to Study Mysticism," 
advises the student of mysticism to 
become a mystic in order to study it 
from within. S. insists that mysticism 
is something which affects the human 
mind and should, therefore, be studied 
by the "right kind of psychologist." He 
uncritically asserts that religious and 
moral "paraphernalia" are often 
"meaningless," "worthless," and "ir­
relevant." 

S.'s sheer ignorance, misinterpreta­
tions, and facile generalizations about 
Western theistic religions and mysti­
cism are unacceptable. Almost amus­
ing, after his critique of so many 
reputable scholars, is his seemingly 
wholehearted acceptance of Cas­
tañeda. To suggest that one become a 
mystic in order to study it from within 

is analogous to suggesting that one fall 
in love in order to study it. S. never 
says what mysticism is, but allows 
himself to be guided by "some intui­
tive notion of what mysticism is like." 
His warmed-over psychological projec­
tion theory too easily allows for a most 
questionable religion-as-superstruc-
ture theory and forces a working hy­
pothesis that theistic mysticism is ulti­
mately illusory. 

Harvey Egan, S.J. 

LIVING THE EUCHARISTIC MYSTERY. By 
Ernest Lussier, S.S.S. New York: 
Alba, 1976. Pp. 208. $5.95. 

A good book. If one is looking for a 
book of light, pious meditations on the 
Eucharist in one's life, it will be a 
disappointment. If one fails to heed 
L.'s suggestion to read the material 
gradually as one would a series of 
meditations, one might be troubled by 
a certain sense of repetition and lack of 
organic flow from chapter to chapter. 
If, however, one is in search of rich fare 
for reflection on the Eucharistic myst­
eries, this book will provide that with 
depth and clarity. 

There are some minor weaknesses. 
For instance, L.'s statement that 
"Christ is really present and not 
merely in a symbolic way" (p. 148) 
needs qualification in the light of mod­
ern studies on the history of symbols. 
Occasionally one encounters an awk­
ward choice of words such as "the 
preparation of the oblates" (p. 72) or 
"a better intelligence of the Eucharist" 
(p. 77). There are also occasional typo­
graphical errors. 

The rewards for the serious reader, 
however, far outweigh such inciden­
tals. At one point L. characterizes his 
approach as "pre-scholastic," i.e., "a 
traditional biblical perspective" (p. 
41). Nevertheless, he shows himself at 
home not only with a basically biblical 
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approach to such realities as bread, 
wine, body (chaps. 1-4), but also when 
dealing with doctrinal issues (chaps. 
5-8) and liturgical texts and contexts 
(chaps. 9-11). He is balanced through­
out but especially in his treatment of 
the "problem of the two loves"—that 
of God and neighbor—and the tension 
between secular and sacral as well as 
between personal and liturgical prayer 
(chaps. 12, 13, 14). 

Happily, the book contains a chap­
ter (18) on the Holy Spirit and the 
Eucharist—a topic too often neglected 
in books and reflections on the Eucha­
rist. L.'s work also has the merit of 
broadening the horizon of the Eucha­
rist to include the whole universe, e.g., 
chaps. 10 and 39. To round out the 
picture, he offers a series of reflections 
on Christ (chap. 24-27) which under­
line the Christological dimension of 
liturgical prayer. 

Although L. usually presents what 
the Eucharist is in itself and allows the 
reader to draw the consequences for his 
or her life, in the last chapter he 
sketches what he sees to be the impli­
cations of what has gone before. He 
does so with a sureness that indicates 
both balance and understanding of 
today's theological trends. The reader 
looking for solid food for thought, and 
willing to work at applying the impli­
cations of doctrine to life, should find 
this book a very helpful springboard to 
"living the Eucharistic mystery." 

John H. McKenna, CM. 

A THEOLOGY OF FAILURE. By John 
Navone, S.J. New York: Paulist, 1974. 
Pp. 129. $3.50. 

In his Preface, N. states that "an 
education which does not prepare 
youth to confront and endure failure is 
seriously deficient." The book at­
tempts to remedy that deficiency by 
offering reflections on alternatives to 
the current theology of hope and the 
American way of success. Most of the 
essays appeared previously in article 

form and are brought together here 
under the rubric of "failure." In gen­
eral, the only criticism that can be 
leveled against the book is that some­
what disparate material is too neatly 
packaged as a theology of failure. 
Chapter titles such as "Jesus Fails," 
"Life Fails," "History Fails," etc., are 
too facile. 

N.'s main point, however, is valid. 
Faced with the inevitability of death 
and the general collapse one sees all 
around, one might well conclude that 
failure rather than success is our way 
to the Father. The method of exposi­
tion ranges from deep personal reflec­
tion on the kinds of failure man faces 
to very competent and generous trac­
ings of relevant themes through the OT 
and NT. 

An appendix on "Aspects of Failure 
from Contemporary Drama" is unfor­
tunately misnamed. The plays dis­
cussed might be "modern" but are by 
no stretch of the imagination "contem­
porary." The Death of a Salesman, 
e.g., is now a generation old. 

Philip C. Rule, S.J. 

HISTORY AND THE THEOLOGY OF LIBER­
ATION. By Enrique Dussel. Translated 
from the Spanish by John Drury. 
Maryknoll: Orbis, 1976. Pp. 189. $8.95; 
$4.95 paper. 

If it is to understand the world 
situation with its polarization of "cen­
ter" and "periphery," theology must 
search out its roots in history. This 
task is especially urgent for dependent 
cultures. D. locates Latin American 
history and theology within a broad 
panorama of world history. Compen­
sating for a lacuna in most universal 
histories, he devotes attention to Am­
erindian cultures. He briefly but pen­
etratingly summarizes the Indo-
European, Semitic, and Christian con­
tributions to civilization. The excellent 
survey is marred only by the built-in 
by-product of brevity: overgeneraliza-
tion. 
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Using history as "collective psycho­
analysis," D. sketches the Latin Ameri­
can Church. The history is both in­
formative and edifying. Much empha­
sis is given to the frustrated attempts 
at adaptation to local Indian cultures. 
Independence and liberalism eventu­
ally paved the way for the decline of 
Catholicism as a cultural and socio­
political power. Nevertheless, the 
Christendom mentality remained until 
the Medellin Conference. Medellin 
symbolizes "something akin to a New 
Pentecost." Just as the colonial period 
had its greats, Las Casas and Santo 
Toribio de Mogrovejo, the Medellin 
liberation era has its prophets and 
martyrs, Larrain, Helder Cámara, 
Méndez Arceo, Torres, and Gallegos. 
D.'s historical interpretation of libera­
tion theology provides balance and 
new insights. He looks realistically at 
the problem of violence, the role of the 
priest, and the formation of "basic 
communities." Although he employs a 
dialectical approach and advocates so­
cialism, he criticizes a naive option for 
Marxism and simplistic thinking 
which claims that all solutions lie with 
the masses. This critical historical 
analysis should gain much credibility 
for liberation theology in North Amer­
ica and Europe. 

The study is followed by an Appen­
dix on Latin American peoples in the 
United States, a chronology of the 
Latin American Church, and a bibliog­
raphy. 

John P. Hogan 

TEOLOGÍA DE LA LIBERACIÓN: EVAPO­
RACIÓN DE LA TEOLOGÍA. By Juan 
Gutierrez Gonzalez, M.Sp.S. Mexico 
City: Editorial la Cruz, 1975. Pp. 146. 

During the last year there have been 
numerous articles which have criti­
cized the theology of liberation. This 
time a voice from the Third World, in 
fact, a colleague of Gustavo Gutierrez 
at the Pontifical Theology Faculty of 
Lima, offers what he feels are legiti­

mate questions for such a theology. G. 
believes that a theology of liberation 
will be able to offer what is useful for 
theology only when it takes objections 
seriously and when it enters into dia­
logue. 

G. begins his investigation by a care­
ful study of the various citations used 
in the acclaimed Theology of Libera­
tion. He has employed a very careful 
exegesis of the texts used and has some 
interesting conclusions. These conclu­
sions, I think, are already suspected by 
those who have studied Gustavo 
Gutierrez' work. G. first notes that a 
number of citations are employed in an 
imprecise manner. Two categories are 
singled out: (1) those which are only 
partial or not taken in their full sense-
especially cited are Chenu and Congar; 
(2) those which are employed in a 
contrary sense, most notably the works 
of Juan Alfaro (pp. 26 ff.), whom he 
feels Gutierrez has misinterpreted. 

After this section of critical inves­
tigation, the major part of the book is 
spent in analyzing some of the terms 
employed by liberation theology. G. 
contends that these terms are never 
clearly or accurately defined. "Espera­
mos en vano una definición precisa 
de la que para el autor significa 
praxis histórica" (p. 56). The abun­
dance of texts used as support makes 
this reader wonder if each will stand 
the test of critical exegesis. 

The last section takes Gutierrez to 
task for diluting the science of theology 
by lack of clarity and failure to clarify 
objectives. G. feels that Gutierrez has 
not limited himself nor has he set 
sufficient guidelines for a true theol­
ogy. What will emerge will be nothing 
more than a new form of Gnosticism 
(p. 135). The outcome of such a proce­
dure as is suggested in the work of 
Gutierrez will lead only to the evapora­
tion of the science of theology. 

G.'s work has merit because he has 
faithfully studied the original theology 
of his colleague and has painfully 
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searched out each citation. He does 
this from his own framework as a 
professor in Peru and as one who is 
part of the reality we call Third World. 
The work as a whole offers a number of 
challenges to Gustavo Gutierrez which 
this writer hopes will be studied and 
possibly answered by him. 

Calvin Alderson, O.Carm. 

AGAINST THE WORLD FOR THE WORLD: 
THE HARTFORD APPEAL AND THE FUTURE 
OF AMERICAN RELIGION. Edited by Peter 
L. Berger and Richard John Neuhaus. 
New York: Seabury, 1976. Pp. 164. 
$8.95; $3.95 paper. 

It seems doubtful that the future of 
American religion depends on either 
the Hartford Appeal for Theological 
Affirmation of January 1975 or this 
collection of essays in explanation and 
clarification of the Appeal. Yet the 
Hartford statement is important for 
American religion in that it seeks to 
identify the sources of religious 
malaise in the West. This collection of 
essays by eight signers of the Appeal 
(in addition to B. and N.: Lindbeck, 
Dulles, Forell, Peter, Mouw, Schme-
mann) is an effort to carry the discus­
sion beyond the initial responses and 
misconceptions and to focus it on the 
basic issues that prompted Hartford 
and still require attention. The essay­
ists place the Appeal in its sociocul-
tural and historical contexts and 
examine its confessional implications; 
nearly every writer also offers his own 
statement of what Hartford was really 
about. 

Despite differences, there is a 
remarkable degree of agreement as to 
Hartford's intention: the Appeal is a 
call for defense of the very possibility 
of doing theology at all (herein lies its 
uniqueness); it is a declaration of the 
normative significance of Jesus Christ 
for Christian identity and for human 
life; it is a repudiation of "culture 
religion" of every sort, cutting against 
both right and left, liberal and con­

servative, and any other false dichot­
omy; it is an assertion of the "Protes­
tant principle" (no longer exclusively 
Protestant) that no period of human 
history is final and no human institu­
tion is the kingdom of God. Hartford is 
also, of course, about the meaningful-
ness of "transcendence," though the 
word is a red flag for many and perhaps 
best left aside. The "themes" repu­
diated by Hartford are so much a part 
of the fabric of our culture that the 
injunction to "go and sin no more" 
would apply equally well to the signers 
as to their audience. Put briefly, Hart­
ford is the 1970's version of H. R. 
Niebuhr's "Christ and culture" ques­
tion. 

As with most collections, the essays 
vary in depth and usefulness. Perhaps 
because they contain much that one 
would expect from the authors, the 
editors' essays are the least interesting. 
Lindbeck's analysis of Hartford as an 
event to be located within a "paradigm 
shift" in theology (cf. Kuhn on scien­
tific revolutions) is particularly 
rewarding; Schmemann's insight that 
the conditions which called forth the 
Hartford Appeal—a crisis in the un­
derstanding of culture and a break­
down of the transcendence-immanence 
antinomy—are precisely those that lie 
at the root of the conflict between 
Eastern and Western Christianity and 
are responsible for the failure of ecu­
menical dialogue with Orthodoxy is 
also suggestive. Other essays are less 
striking. Like the Appeal, the book is 
of value only as it points beyond itself 
and provokes those who would be 
Christians to examine their loyalties 
(and presuppositions) and order their 
loves. 

Franc ine Cardman 

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AMERICA: HIS­
TORY AND PROSPECTS. By Glenn T. Mil­
ler. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1976. 
Pp. 156. $4.25. 

This short but well-written book is 
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an overview of dominant themes in the 
issue of religious liberty and Church-
state relations as they developed dur­
ing the course of American history. 
Rather than focus on specific incidents 
and factual narration, M. focuses on 
themes and styles as they emerge from 
the practice of religion in America. 

After an initial setting of the context 
by a discussion of Anglicanism, the 
New England experiment, and the 
Quaker experience in Pennsylvania, 
M. moves into a discussion of the 
impact of the Revolution on religious 
freedom and the consequent disestab­
lishment of churches in Virginia and 
New England. This is followed by a 
discussion of the First Amendment to 
the Constitution and a setting of the 
stage for a discussion of the American 
way of faith. The last two chapters 
deal with specific problems such as the 
arrival of Jews in America, problems of 
church property and civil law, prob­
lems from conflicts between Catholics 
and Protestants, the rise of Mormon-
ism, and slavery and the Civil War. A 
chapter on issues that touch our con­
temporary experience centers around 
nationalism, pluralism, and seculari­
zation. M. shows how these issues, 
emerging in such areas as Darwinism, 
anti-Semitism, the black experience, 
and freedom of conscience, have 
helped change the understanding of 
religious freedom in America. 

The book provides a good thematic 
introduction to the problem of reli­
gious liberty in the American experi­
ence. It provides a meaningful context 
for understanding major problems and 
also a starting point from which to 
pursue further investigations. M. has 
also included a fine annotated bibliog­
raphy useful for further study. 

Thomas A. Shannon 

MYSTERY AND MEANING: PERSONAL 
LOGIC AND THE LANGUAGE OF RELIGION. 
By Douglas A. Fox. Philadelphia: 
Westminister, 1975. Pp. 189. $4.95. 

Fox argues that the most appropri­
ate structure for understanding the 
significance of religious language, and 
in particular for apprehending the 
significance of Christian discourse, is 
the "logical form of the personal." 
He contends that, properly speaking, 
the object of religious discourse is 
neither God, nor man and his world, 
but the relationship that exists be­
tween them. But as he sees it, theology 
and philosophy "have never developed 
an adequate language of relationship," 
because the operative conceptual 
models have been unable to do justice 
both to the "all-inclusiveness of 
God's Being" and to the "reality of 
otherness" between God and the world. 

Taking his cue from John Macmur-
ray's personalist philosophy, Fox 
argues that the fundamental structure 
of personal reality is "con trap letal." It 
consists of poles which "stand over 
against each other (contra), yet need 
each other for a statement of the com­
plete truth." This contrapletal char­
acter of personal reality provides the 
basis for a description of the logical 
structure from which can be developed 
an adequate language of relationship, 
which in turn provides an appropriate 
structure for interpreting the signifi­
cance of religious discourse. This 
thesis is illustrated by chapters which 
explore the contrapletal character of 
some fundamental structures involved 
in God-talk (e.g., being/becoming, 
unity/plurality, eternity/time, faith/ 
doubt), in the Christian's affirmation 
that Jesus is the Christ, and in a 
comparison of Christian, Vedantic, 
and Buddhist visions of reality. 

The direction this book suggests 
merits consideration as a promising 
contribution to the discussion of reli­
gious language, but the development of 
its argument, which attempts to pre­
sent a thesis "intelligible to the ama­
teur as well as the professional theolo­
gian," is not as convincing as it could 
be, and I suspect that its fundamental 
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insight is being forced to carry more 
weight than it can shoulder. 

Robert Masson 

SOCIOLOGY OF RELIGION AND THEOL­
OGY: A BIBLIOGRAPHY. By the Instituto 
Fe y Secularidad. Madrid: Instituto Fe 
y Secularidad, 1976. Pp. 474. $34.00. 

This massive bibliography is divided 
into two parts. The first is a series of 
reviews of more than sixty of the major 
works in the field of sociology of reli­
gion, including the "precursors" of the 
discipline; the "classical authors" 
from Durkheim and Weber to Bergson 
(a choice reflecting a broader under­
standing of the sociology of religion 
than prevails in this country); system­
atic works such as those of Wach, 
Yinger, Berger, and Luckmann; more 
specialized studies including Parsons, 
Carrier, Lévi-Strauss, Dumézil, Glock, 
and Stark; reviews of some theologi­
cally oriented works, such as O'Dea's 
The Catholic Crisis, Berger's A Rumor 
of Angels, and Schillebeeckx' The Un­
derstanding of Faith: Interpretation 
and Criticism. These brief articles 
serve as a general introduction to the 
sociology of religion. 

The second part, the "Bibliographic 
Repertoire," consists of 16,291 num­
bered entries from nine languages, in­
clusive through 1973, and divided into 
nine major headings with numerous 
subcategories. The major divisions are: 
The Sociology of Religion, Definitions 
and Theories of Religion, The Reli­
gious Phenomenon: The Religions, 
Elements of Religious Experience, 
Structure of Religious Society, Reli­
gion and Society, Religion and Social 
Subsystems, Religion and Social Dif­
ferentiation, and Sociology and Theol­
ogy. Finally, there is a series of very 
helpful indices: of book reviews, of 
periodicals, and of authors. 

An undertaking of this size and com­
plexity always involves difficulties in 
selection and classification. The bor­

ders of many fields overlap and no 
categories can be rigidly maintained. 
The organizers of this volume have 
opted for comprehensiveness rather 
than selectivity, and this is helpful but 
at times also jarring—when one finds 
Gadamer's Wahrheit und Methode 
lumped together with brief articles 
from the Clergy Review and the Jour­
nal of Philosophy of 1913. Such com­
pleteness, however, does not detract 
from the value of this bibliographic 
tool to anyone working in these disci­
plines. 

T. How land Sanks, S.J. 
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