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Christ is both priest and victim, a self-offering to God the Father for the salvation of 
humankind, began to be rethought in the early 20th century by Maurice de la Taille, 
Anscar Vonier, and Odo Casel. The possibilities they opened up have been recently 
explored by David Power, Louis-Marie Chauvet, Matthew Levering, Robert Daly, 
Pope Benedict XVI (writing as Joseph Ratzinger), and James Alison—all treated in 
this volume. This collection serves as a handy summary and road map through the 
eucharistic regions of the Catholic theological landscape.

All in all, the book offers helpful insights that readers might best discover by con-
sulting the table of contents rather than by reading the book cover to cover.

Joseph Martos
Aquinas Institute, St. Louis

Understanding Interreligious Relations. Edited by David Cheetham, Douglas Pratt, and 
David Thomas. New York: Oxford University, 2014. Pp. viii + 448. $150; $35.

Because it favors the comprehensive rubric of interreligious “relations,” which 
includes and exceeds the specialty of interreligious “dialogue,” this extensive and 
finely written volume combines a breadth of topical treatment with multiple religions’ 
perspectives on the religious other that few (if any) earlier studies have managed to 
conjoin. The authors, principally from the United Kingdom and the United States, are 
leading scholars in their fields.

Part I contains five treatments of the religious other from the convenient vantage 
point of five major religions—Hinduism (Jeffery Long), Buddhism (Elizabeth 
Harris), Judaism (Edward Kessler), Christianity (Perry Schmidt-Leukel), and Islam 
(David Thomas)—and this section’s omission of African Traditional Religion is 
regrettable opposite the five tradition-specific and richly detailed treatments of 
sacred texts, theological developments, historical and cultural contingencies, and 
contemporary issues surrounding religious otherness. Taken together, these early 
chapters constitute a clear, rich, and efficient synthesis of traditions’ development 
and deployment of internal resources and criteria to respond to religious otherness 
in various ways.

The longer part II ably treats “themes and issues” in interreligious relations that 
remain open scenes of challenge and debate in contemporary life, such as conversion 
(Andrew Wingate), dialogue (Marianne Moyaert), migration in the context of majority–
minority interreligious dynamics (Peter Phan and Jonathan Tan), fundamentalism and 
extremism (Douglas Pratt), conflict and peacebuilding (Anna Halafoff), the public 
sphere (Nicholas Adams), liberation and justice (Mario Aguilar), multiple religious 
belonging (Catherine Cornille), boundaries (David Vishanoff), and cooperation (Paul 
Weller). The editors contribute a final chapter on the urgent need for a new mode of 
theology––interreligious theology––occasioned by the fundamentally changed and 
new experience of religious identity in the 21st century.
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In this volume—taken as a whole or in parts—scholars will find clear and refresh-
ing treatments, while students will be appropriately stretched by its rigor, but profit by 
exposure to a globally informed and historically sensitive survey of interreligious rela-
tions. A significant quality of the book is that it invites readers to understand and act 
reflectively and responsibly in our religiously plural world. For these reasons, every 
library and student of theology should hold a copy.

John N. Sheveland
Gonzaga University, Spokane

Being Promised: Theology, Gift and Practice. By Gregory Walter. Foreword by Patrick 
R. Keifert. Sacra Doctrina: Christian Theology for a Postmodern Age. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Eerdmans, 2013. Pp. xiv + 110. $25.

Being Promised is part of the Sacra Doctrina Series that analyzes different Christian 
theological topics for the postmodern culture. The contributors to this series are 
grounded in the Christian tradition and work from an ecumenical perspective. Walter’s 
contribution is an analysis of “gift” from the perspectives of the cultural anthropology 
of Marcel Mauss, the philosophical phenomenology of Jacques Derrida, and the bibli-
cal tradition. From the Scriptures, W. focuses on the story of Abraham and Sarah at 
Mamre and the strangers’ empty or excessive gift of Isaac, the gift of the Spirit at 
Pentecost, and the gift of Christ’s body at the Last Supper and Eucharist. The “danger-
ous memory” of the crucifixion and the hope of the resurrection of Christ guide these 
theological reflections (93).

The book’s great strength is that in thinking about promise as a gift and a practice, it 
lays out a postmetaphysical and postfoundational method for theology that avoids the 
usual pitfalls of gift study: the archaic gift of reciprocity and modern efficient causality, 
and the pure gift of postmodernism that has no strings attached and is impossible by defi-
nition. W. endeavors to clarify the “phenomenon of promise as gift,” both exchanged and 
pure (26), by presenting the theological, hermeneutical, and ethical significances. The 
promise is a kind of gift that is doubled and extended; it is a pledge, an actual giving that 
is extended over time. It is also a “weak power” that enables surprising possibilities 
toward the neighbor, and that is open to public criticism and evaluations of credibility. 
The promise of gift is exchanged, invites response, and remains free of obligations. 
Ultimately, W. suggests, promise is the way God deals with human beings (97).

I recommend the book for both students and scholars interested in contemporary 
foundational issues in theology. It is stimulating and breaks new ground in what it 
offers to the current discussion of the gift and for possible future reflections on God, 
theological ontology, and revelation. However, while W. avoids scholarly jargon, his 
writing style is dense and may be exacting for some readers.

Craig A. Baron
St. John’s University, Queens, NY


