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DEEP MEMORY, EXUBERANT HOPE: CON-
TESTED TRUTH IN A POST-CHRISTIAN
WorLD. By Walter Brueggemann. Min-
neapolis: Fortress, 2000. Pp. xi + 153. $16.

Walter Brueggemann is a consum-
mate scholar, attentive not only to criti-
cal exegesis but also to the issues that
face the contemporary preacher or min-
ister. Though concerned with preaching,
this volume is not a manual for homi-
letics, but a book about biblical theol-
ogy. It contains nine essays that have
already appeared in theological journals
within the recent past. Gathered to-
gether, they provide the reader with a
sweep of B.’s interests and a taste of his
expertise. The first essay sets the theo-
logical context for the entire collection.
In it B. explains his contention that
preaching is a form of “sub-version.”
The final entry addresses the recurring
issue of Old Testament theology. In-
between essays examine selections from
Second Isaiah (Chapters 40-55) and re-
lated passages, uncovering the forceful-
ness of the prophet’s rhetorical style.

B.’s skill at analysis is obvious on ev-
ery page. He opens the text in a way
that invites readers into the world of the
biblical author and then challenges
them to look anew at their own worlds.
His social consciousness is the lens
through which he examines the texts,
addressing such issues as economic de-
privation, social privilege, and violence,
to name a few. These issues bring him
into dialogue with social reformers (Elie
Wiesel, Martin Luther King, Jr.), theo-
logians (David Tracy), and theorists
(Paul Ricoeur and Richard Rorty).

B.’s ability to organize biblical mate-
rial in coherent patterns will undoubt-
ably be appreciated by the pastors for
whom the essays were written in the
first place, but also by anyone interested
in the power of the word of God in the
contemporary world.

DiaNNE BERGANT, C.S.A.
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago

WispoMm Has BuiLt HER HousE: Stup-
IES ON THE FIGURE OF SOPHIA IN THE
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BisLE. By Silvia Schroer. Translated
from the German by Linda M. Maloney
and William McDonough. Collegeville:
Liturgical, 2000. Pp. xiii + 175. $24.95.

This is a collection of previously pub-
lished essays, all presenting exegesis of
biblical Wisdom Literature from a thor-
oughgoing feminist perspective. Al-
though the majority of the studies deal
with Old Testament books (Proverbs,
Sirach, Wisdom), the author also ap-
plies her theme to the New Testament
with “Jesus-Sophia.”

The essays are somewhat uneven,
varying from the academically serene
(“Divine Wisdom and Postexilic Mono-
theism”) to the rather strident (“The
One Lord and Male Dominance in the
Book of Jesus Sirach”). Whenever a
biblical author exhibits a predominantly
positive view of the feminine, S. consis-
tently interprets this as a reflection of
the de facto role of women in society at
that time. But if a “misogynist” Sirach
seems overly patriarchal, “we must read
his texts with a feminist hermeneutics of
suspicion, seeing them as projections,
that is, in the awareness that reality was
?iff)erent from what Sirach describes”

85).

Wisdom Christology is a widely ac-
cepted designation in New Testament
studies, but S.’s quite different slant,
whereby Jesus is an “emissary of the di-
vine Lady Wisdom” (116) runs the dan-
ger of lifting Jesus out of the realm of
historical particularity and making the
neither male nor female “Risen One” a
mere abstraction, a perspective some-
what akin to that of the gnostic litera-
ture from Nag Hammadi.

A general criticism is in the somewhat
indiscriminate way S. uses ancient
sources. She draws from Greek, Meso-
potamian, Egyptian, Canaanite, Judaic,
and other materials as if the three-
thousand year time span, geographical
distance, and cultural differences were
of little consequence.

Despite these criticisms the book has
much to offer. It is a scholarly and pro-
vocative must-read for the ongoing de-
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velopment of feminist approaches to
biblical studies in particular and to reli-
gious studies in general.

WiLLiam J. FuLco, S.J.
Loyola Marymount University,
Los Angeles

NEW WINE INTO FRESH WINESKINS: CON-
TEXTUALIZING THE EARLY CHRISTIAN
ConErEssiONs. By Richard N. Longe-
necker. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson,
1999. Pp. x + 207. $14.95.

New wine, “the proclamation of the
kingdom of God as focused in the teach-
ing and work of Jesus,” always requires
fresh wineskins, “the forms into which
this proclamation was cast in the NT
and the diverse contexts into which it
needs to be cast today” (ix—x). Instead
of investigating the teachings and ac-
tions of Jesus, however, Longenecker
focuses on the early Christian proclama-
tions about Jesus, especially the core
“confessions,” “formulaic statements
that express the essential convictions of
the earliest believers in Jesus” (24).

Since others have studied the New
Testament confessional materials exten-
sively, L. identifies and lists them
briefly. Subdividing them into three fa-
miliar categories—hymns, formulaic
prose passages, and single-statement
affirmations—he helpfully lists the
form-critical criteria used to identify
them and summarizes their nine major
themes. Going through the New Testa-
ment book by book, he then shows how
each biblical author contextualized the
confessions for various theological and
ethical purposes. Although his exegeti-
cal analysis is good, some of his claims
are fairly general while others are some-
what repetitive. Potentially misleading
is his use of quotation marks around his
own formulations—e.g., “Jesus is hu-
manity’s redemptive Lord” (84)—as it
can give the impression that he is quot-
ing directly from the New Testament.

L.’s most valuable contribution is in
part 3, which presents seven theoretical
“Models of an Understanding of Con-
textualization” (transferal, translation,
anthropological, ethnological, transcen-
dental, semiotic, and especially his own
“synergistic-developmental model”)
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and concludes with some excellent sug-
gestions for a contemporary “Incarna-
tional and Contextualized Theology”
(154-73). He gives some illuminating
examples (in worship, preaching, doc-
trine, and ethics) of challenges that
arise when the Bible encounters non-
Western cultures, although surprisingly
many of his examples here are from Old
Testament texts and non-confessional
New Testament passages (e.g., the
Lord’s Prayer).

L. has clearly shown the need for on-
going “contextualization” of the Chris-
tian proclamation in new eras and cul-
tures, but since this book is somewhat
abstract and theoretical, it will be useful
more for missiologists and academic
theologians than for general readers.

FEeLix JusT, S.J.
Loyola Marymount University,
Los Angeles

UNEASY NEIGHBORS: CHURCH AND
STATE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. By Wal-
ter E. Pilgrim. Overtures to Biblical
Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999.
Pp. xi + 225. $20.

Pilgrim’s study of New Testament at-
titudes toward those who exercise po-
litical authority is well placed in the
Overtures to Biblical Theology Series.
It is a systematic and readable review of
the relevant texts in three categories:
(1) Pauline, post-Pauline, and related
texts, (2) the Gospels, and (3) the Book
of Revelation. Each category is charac-
terized with a memorable phrase in an
overall heuristic scheme: (1) ethic of
subordination, (2) ethic of critical dis-
tancing, (3) ethic of resistance by which
P. aims to complicate the simplistic for-
mulations of submission vs. resistance,
Romans 13 vs. Revelation 13.

It is not clear that P. is as successful
in meeting his additional goal of reflect-
ing the diversity and richness of New
Testament materials in ways he thinks
his predecessors (O. Cullmann, W.
Schrage, C.K. Barrett) have failed to
do. This is especially the case with the
Gospels, whose portrayals of Jesus are
discussed somewhat together and some-
what separately, although Luke-Acts
receives a separate excursus that builds
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on the work of Richard Cassidy. How-
ever, by the final chapter, which both
summarizes the texts and applies them
to “church and government” in the pres-
ent, P. simply refers to “the Gospels”
or, more often, “Jesus.” In addition, the
discussion on Revelation’s ethic of re-
sistance seems to dismiss too easily the
transference (projection?) of violent im-
agery from Rome to God. Thus the
theological contribution may outweigh
the biblical studies contribution of this
work.

The final chapter, which links Thom-
as Strieter’s paradigm of church-state
relations to P.’s three categories, chal-
lenges church people to discern
when they should be critically-construc-
tive, critically-transformative, or criti-
cally-restrictive of government and as-
sures them that the New Testament
supports all three stances in the proper
contexts. U.S. citizens may have impor-
tant opportunities for such discernment
as a new administration settles in. Glob-
al citizens may ask, as does Walter
Bruggemann in a gracious forward,
whether it is not now more urgent to
apply the schema P. presents to the eth-
ics of global economics.

ELIZABETH STRUTHERS MALBON
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University, Blacksburg, Virg.

NEW TESTAMENT AND MISSION: HISTORI-
CAL PERSPECTIVES. By Johannes Nissen.
New York: Peter Lang, 1999. Pp. 198.
$35.95.

Expanding his 1996 Danish mono-
graph, drawing mostly on authors con-
nected to the World Council of
Churches, including K. Koyama and D.
Bosch, Nissen reviews recent exegeses
of seminal texts in successive New Tes-
tament books and offers hermeneutical
summations of their missiological
thrust. His strength is in Johannine
studies and links to India.

Despite a historical-critical approach,
he follows the canonical order from
Matthew to Revelation, omitting James
and the Pastoral Epistles. Pauline texts
are discussed after the Synoptics. Draw-
ing on Gadamer, Ricoeur, and Sandra
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Schneiders, he favors perspectives that
avoid traditionalism and situationalism.

In Matthew, location makes disciples
missionaries, as Jesus displaces Jerusa-
lem at the center, with authority extend-
ing throughout heaven and earth. The
devil’s crusading triumphalism is coun-
tered by “the crucified mind” (32) tying
the last Great Commission to the Great
Commandment (marking Matthew 25:
31-46 but missing 11:29).

Luke proclaims the Jubilee (69). John
is dialogical with Jews and Samaritans,
Paul with Jews and Greeks (61-66, 87—
89). Unlike Socratic pedagogy, Christly
dialogue challenges and changes all
partners, socially and spiritually (90—
93). Mission is both evangelical and ecu-
menical, not restricted to one method or
to official emissaries (67, 155, 161).

On Christ and culture N. contrasts
“the Pilgrim” with “the Jonah model,”
the former entering the wicked city
compassionately (168). He discusses in-
culturation, but not such Catholics as
Starkloff on indigenous North Ameri-
can peoples or contemporary African
authors. Theocentrism, N. argues,
points to pluralism or syncretism, chris-
tocentrism to exclusivism. Trinitarians
may avoid indiscriminate inclusivism by
emphasizing God seeking us in history.
While recognizing the Holy Spirit’s
presence at work outside the churches,
the Pauline missions were church-
centered. Their tests for true inspira-
tion, according to N. were: (1) confes-
sion Jesus is Lord, (2) love, and (3)
building community (170-78).

A subject index and table of biblical
citations would have enhanced the use-
fulness of this capable and comprehen-
sive overview.

PETER SLATER
Trinity College, Toronto

Jonn CHrysosToM. By Wendy Mayer,
John Chrysostom, and Pauline Allen.
The Early Church Fathers. New York:
Routledge, 2000. Pp. ix + 220. $24.95.

The Early Church Fathers series of-
fers translations of selected passages
from important early Christian writers.
This particular volume shows that John
Chrysostom’s influence did not stem
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from theology, but from the power of
his preaching and pastoral work as a
deacon and priest in Antioch and as
bishop of Constantinople. The readings,
chosen from his numerous sermons
and letters, reflect the environment in
which—and the dedication with
which—Chrysostom performed his du-
ties. He obviously felt a strong respon-
sibility for the spiritual welfare of his
people and never curbed expressions of
joy, anger, shame, or indignation which
he experienced as he addressed their
spiritual needs.

Chrysostom’s congregation consisted
of men and women, rich and poor,
members of the imperial family and no-
bility, as well as merchants and artisans.
He exhorted them to prayer, repen-
tance, and generosity toward the poor,
while rebuking them for unruliness in
church, eating and drinking to excess,
and for being too eager to attend the
racetrack and the theater. He often
spoke with an almost rude bluntness
that must have unsettled his hearers; at
the same time, he could, especially in his
letters from exile, express a warmth that
clearly sprang from loving concern for
them. The authors maintain that his ve-
hemence was not a function of his per-
sonal feelings, but a result of rhetorical
practices aimed at effecting a change in
his audience (148-49). This may be true,
but the viciousness of his language in
Against the Jews, Oration 1 seems to go
beyond mere rhetoric and could easily
have provoked, not spiritual benefit, but
a violent reaction against the Jews.

The introductions are clear and the
translations fluent. The book offers a
wealth of useful and interesting infor-
mation on Chrysostom and his times.

GERARD H. ETTLINGER, S.J.
St. John’s University, Jamaica,
N.Y.

AUGUSTINE: CHRISTIAN TRUTH AND
FracTURED HUMANITY. By Carol Harri-
son. Christian Theology in Context.
New York: Oxford University, 2000. Pp.
xvii + 242. $60; $19.95.

Any reader familiar with Carol Har-
rison’s previous book, Beauty and Rev-
elation in the Thought of Saint August-
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ine (1992) will expect her new book to
be another excellent contribution to the
study of Augustine and will not be dis-
appointed. The author mentions that
she had especially in mind as readers
her students in a course on Augustine
and his age, and the book certainly will
be a boon, not only to her students, but
to any serious students of Augustine, es-
pecially in terms of his relation to clas-
sical culture and to the society in which
he lived.

Part 1 focuses on Augustine’s trans-
formation from being a man who was
the product of pagan classical culture to
being a Christian bishop for whom the
ideals of classical philosophy, literature,
and ethics were radically changed
through their confrontation with the
Christian message. H. treats the change
in Augustine’s ethical ideals after his re-
alization of the role of grace in the
Christian life with exceptional clarity
and helpfulness.

Part 2 situates Augustine’s life and
thought within the context of the
Church and Roman society in Africa
and in the whole ancient world. H.’s ac-
count of African society and the
struggle with paganism and with the
Donatist schism provides solid informa-
tion and often makes for fascinating
reading. Her account of Augustine’s
teaching on marriage is well balanced
and avoids the harsh criticism that is all
too often raised against him. So too, her
presentation of Augustine’s monastic
1deal is lucid and balanced. All told, the
book is a solid contribution to Augus-
tinian scholarship.

RoraND J. TESKE, S.J.
Marquette University, Milwaukee

WAITING FOR THE WORD: DIETRICH

BONHOEFFER ON SPEAKING ABOUT GOD.

By Frits de Lange. Translated from the

Dutch by Martin H. Walton. Grand
fI;apids: Eerdmans, 2000. Pp. vii + 154.
19.

In this meticulously researched and
insightful book, the question that in-
trigues the author is how Bonhoeffer,
an outspoken follower of Karl Barth’s
theology of the Word of God, could, in
his letters from prison, end up advising
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the Church to become silent and, at
least for a time, to engage only in prayer
and righteous action.

Lange pursues the question of the re-
lationship between God’s Word and hu-
man words during the various periods of
Bonhoeffer’s life, especially contrasting
the differences between the time of his
engagement in the “church struggle”
and the time of his involvement in the
conspiracy against Hitler and subse-
quent imprisonment. L. also highlights
the importance for Bonhoeffer of the
attitudes and customs of his immediate
family when dealing with the relation
between speaking and remaining silent.
Bonhoeffer had to hold in tension what
he learned from his father Karl Bon-
hoeffer and his mentor Karl Barth.

The value of this work lies in the chal-
lenge it presents to the Church now en-
tering the 21st century. In his letters
from prison Bonhoeffer warned Chris-
tians that their witness to a “world come
of age” will be credible only if their ev-
eryday lives truly represent God’s cause
for the world by following Christ in be-
ing willing to exist and suffer for others.
As L. puts it, “Hermeneutics is decided
by ethics” (143). This means that the
Church may have to wait until its own
actions for justice make the time right
for speaking God’s redeeming Word
credibly.

Clergy and laity alike will profit from
reading this book, for it clearly sets
forth the crucial task of the Church that
fidelity to Christ requires. I hope L. will
now write another volume elaborating
on the Church’s task vis-a-vis the social
and cultural realities of our present-day
world, many of which have changed
dramatically since Bonhoeffer’s death
55 years ago.

JonN D. GODSEY
Wesley Theological Seminary,
Washington

LITERARY CONVERTS: SPIRITUAL INSPI-
RATION IN AN AGE OF UNBELIEF. By Jo-
seph Pearce. San Francisco: Ignatius,
1999. Pp. xi + 452. $24.95.

Joseph Pearce, biographer of Sol-
zhenitsyn and Tolkien, presents a lively,
almost gossipy, account of the conver-
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sion to Catholicism (or Anglicanism in
the case of T. S. Eliot and C. S. Lewis)
of more than 25 important British liter-
ary and artistic figures of the 20th cen-
tury. He uncovers connections and
variations on the spiritual journey
among such pre-World War I writers as
G. K. Chesterton, Maurice Baring,
R. H. Benson, Ronald Knox, Chris-
topher Dawson, and E. 1. Watkins.
These giants, in turn, assisted later writ-
ers on their search, including Alfred
Noyes, Compton MacKenzie, Siegfried
Sassoon, Evelyn Waugh, Graham
Greene, Eric Gill, Sheila Kaye-Smith,
David Jones, Roy Campbell, Frederick
Copleston, Arnold Lunn, Robert
Speaight, and Edith Sitwell. After mid-
century a smaller flow of writers, actors
and thinkers followed—Muriel Spark,
Alec Guiness, H. Ross Williamson,
Malcolm and Kitty Muggeridge, and
E. F. Schumacher.

P. reveals a range of motives for these
remarkable conversions. Dissatisfied by
the decline and disunity of the Anglican
Church, the early converts, still in the
shadow of Newman and Hopkins, found
in Catholicism a greater clarity and cer-
titude of doctrine as well as a greater
catholicity and historical continuity.
Chesterton and several later converts
like Gill and Schumacher were attracted
by the social teaching of the Catholic
Church. Others found a home in Catho-
lic liturgy (Knox), personal integration
(Baring), cultural and religious integrity
(Waugh and Lunn). For others, belief in
God was the great struggle, with eccle-
siastical change coming later (Lewis,
Greene). Along the way, these literary
converts found support from cradle
Catholic authors like Belloc, Dorothy
Sayers, the Meynells, Tolkien, and
Frank Sheed, as well as priests like Je-
suits Martindale and D’Arcy or Do-
minican Vincent McNabb. Chesterton,
by contrast, contended that he became a
Christian by arguing with atheists like
H. G. Wells and G. B. Shaw. P. makes a
convincing case that Greene’s skeptical
bent and moral struggles never severed
him completely from his basic Catholic
convictions.

By citing crucial passages and finding
remarkable humor in the correspon-
dence among these converts, P. makes
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the century into a sort of Canterbury
pilgrimage. He demonstrates the diffi-
culty many of them had with the
changes in liturgy after Vatican II, but
does not explore it sufficiently in terms
of cultural shifts. The integration of rea-
son and faith that many of them found
attractive in Catholicism, but which did
not hold together well among some
post-Vatican II Catholics, is also not
well explained in this otherwise engag-
ing volume. The reader should be in-
spired to reread the fiction, poetry, and
autobiographies of many of these con-
verts, as well as to hope that P. will pro-
vide a similar study of American literary
converts from Orestes Bronson, Rose
Hawthorne, and Isaac Hecker to
Walker Percy, Denise Levertov, and
Annie Dillard.

Davip J. LEIGH, S.J.
Seattle University

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, JUSTIFICATION,
AND HisTory. By Matthew C. Bagger.
New York: Cambridge University, 1999.
Pp. x + 238. $59.95.

Bagger’s work updates and refines
Dewey’s naturalism. It begins with a
clear, analytically precise introduction
yet ends with a militantly naturalistic
conclusion. For B., explaining religious
experience requires justificatory rea-
sons only, without room for witness or
felt Presence. These reasons must be
found implicit within religious experi-
ence and set in the context of current
secular culture. Reasons once valid in a
supernatural culture like that of Teresa
of Avila no longer count. B. refutes
Robert Forman’s position on pure im-
mediacy and William Alston’s on a
direct perception of God in religious ex-
perience. The work closes with a bibli-
ography, largely of analytic philosophi-
cal approaches, and a brief index.

The notions underlying the book
need to be clarified. Humans are cen-
trally viewed as organisms adapting to a
sociocultural environment, not primari-
ly as mind-embodied beings in a uni-
verse of interpretation. Nature for B.
“has virtually no content except as the
definitional correlative to the super-
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natural” (15). Rationality is based on
self-assertion, the mark of modernity,
and shorn of any nexus with lived wit-
ness and sense of Presence.

Then, too, strange omissions occur.
Many are the references to Charles
Peirce, but none to his “Neglected Ar-
gument to the Reality of God.” Simi-
larly, while S. rests his work on William
James’s Principles of Psychology and
prefers it to the Varieties, he fails to face
James’s “MORE” in the Varieties. Fi-
nally, B. finds “jejune” Michael Buck-
ley’s contention that atheism is less a
philosophical problem and more one of
responding to the risen Christ and his
Spirit (219, n. 27), yet B. omits treating
these dimensions of the problem.

B.’s book merits attention, instancing
a contemporary pragmatic dismissal of
“supernatural explanations” of religious
experience, which some use as evidence
of God’s “existence.”

FrRAaNK M. OPPENHEIM, S.J.
Xavier University, Cincinnati

RapIicAL ORTHODOXY?—A CATHOLIC
Enouiry. Edited by Laurence Paul
Hemming. Burlington, Vt.: Ashgate,
2000. Pp. ix + 179. $84.95; $29.95.

If postmodernity poses a challenge to
theological discourse, Radical Ortho-
doxy presents itself as a response, or
perhaps more accurately, as a group of
responses. Emerging from a debate
among mostly Anglican theologians in
1997 surrounding the project typified by
the works of John Milbank, Catherine
Pickstock, and Graham Ward, the Radi-
cal Orthodoxy movement pursues a
program of “intellectual, ecumenical
and cultural mediation” (33) between
theological fideism and rationalism. As-
sociates of the movement characteristi-
cally retrieve patristic and medieval
sources to confront and undo the (per-
ceived) inadequacy of late-modern
theological attempts to mediate be-
tween faith and reason. Radical Ortho-
doxy: A New Theology (1999) contains
essays from the original Cambridge con-
ference.

The book under review here is a col-
lection of thought-provoking essays
stemming from a later conference
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among mostly Catholic theologians. It
responds to the Radical Orthodoxy pro-
gram, not in the sense of a refutation,
but in the sense of a critical engagement
with its concerns and approaches. Intro-
duced and edited by Hemming (a par-
ticipant in both conferences), the collec-
tion is divided into three sections, each
devoted to an aspect of Radical Ortho-
doxy: its program, retrieval of “theo-
logical sites,” and engagement with “the
contemporary.” Each section opens
with an essay by a contributor to Radi-
cal Orthodoxy: A New Theology. The
subsequent essay(s) pursue(s) critical
reflections on the issues raised in the
first essay of the section. The volume
concludes with James Hanvey’s critical
assessment of the Radical Orthodoxy
project and its value for ongoing theo-
logical reflection.

This collection is a valuable introduc-
tion to the Radical Orthodoxy move-
ment. Those engaged in critical reflec-
tion on the merits and limitations of
modern theology for the postmodern
world will find it a challenging and
stimulating collection.

JamEs K. Voiss, S.J.
Saint Louis University

THE HUMAN PERSON IN SCIENCE AND
TueorLoGy. Edited by Niels Henrik
Gregersen, Willem B. Drees, and Ulf
Gorman. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
2000. Pp. xii + 218. $25.

This multi-author volume is the result
of a conference held in Durham, En-
gland, in 1998. Eclectic in approach but
integrated around basic issues, this
work provides an up-to-date resource
for the current range of reflections
about human nature in the religion-
science dialogue.

Uniting the nine contributions is the
central concept of personhood. As
Gregersen notes in the introduction, the
authors share a “bio-cultural” paradigm
that recognizes the biological basis of
human nature while at the same time
appreciating the distinctly cultural and
social character of the human spirit.
Both reductionism and dualism are to
be rejected. Despite the book’s title,
however, the science is typically treated
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at a fairly abstract level; the purported
implications of science are of primary
concern.

Articles by Mary Midgely, Hugo La-
gercrantz, and Philip Hefner treat issues
of fatalism and freedom from the per-
spectives of philosophy, science, and
theology. Dennis Bielfeldt and
Gregersen analyze mind-body superve-
nience, a concept of growing impor-
tance to the religion-science dialogue.
Contributions by Michael Welker and
John Teske round out the volume, en-
gaging continental approaches and em-
phasizing social and cultural aspects of
human personhood.

Several articles stand out. The ex-
change between Bielfeldt and Gregersen
on supervenience is one of the richest
dialogues on this subject yet. Hefner’s
subtle reintrepretation of the image of
God moves beyond some of his previ-
ous work. Midgely provides a thought-
ful analysis of the role of science in con-
structing philosophical worldviews.

The collection will be most valuable
to scholars who are already thinking
about these issues or who are interested
in the current status of dialogue. While
the diversity of material shows that
many differences remain, several strong
contributions provide significant re-
sources for further reflection.

GREG PETERSON
Thiel College, Greenville, Penn.

SAVING JESUS FROM THOSE WHO ARE
RIGHT: RETHINKING WHAT IT MEANS TO
BEe CHrisTiaN. By Carter Heyward.
Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. Pp. xviii +
265. $22.

Heyward, an Episcopal priest and
professor of theology, writes as a femi-
nist theologian. In revisionist style she
counters what she views as the authori-
tarianism, moralism, and contentious
spirit of the religious right. Her christo-
logical reflections present Jesus as one
concerned about right relationships.
Compassion, forgiveness, passion, and
mutuality mark the spirit of Jesus. In
traditional terms H. argues a low Chris-
tology.

H.’s theological epistemology begins
not with sources but with ways of know-
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ing: existentially, politically, and mysti-
cally. Relationality, sociopolitical real-
ity, and sacred power define the con-
tours of her thought. She has imbibed
the postmortem spirit and thus rejects
absolutist, authoritarian claims. She is
also aware of the dangers surrounding
the extreme form of postmodernism, in
which no sense of a “whole” is possible.

H. would revision the traditional
ways of explaining the uniqueness of
Christ. “Jesus was divine in the same
way we all are—together, in mutual re-
lation with our sisters and brothers”
(66). God was Jesus’ sacred power to
heal and to liberate. H.’s view of salva-
tion and redemption is about inclusivity,
new life, forgiveness, acceptance, and
mutuality.

H. deals effectively with the notion of
sin and our need for healing. She sees
sin as a situation of isolation in which
one is set apart from others in spiritual,
social, and economic ways. Self-
absorption is at the basis of sinful rela-
tionship. The opposite of sin lies in a
spiritual and moral maturity marked by
compassion and “justice-love.”

Rejecting all forms of dualism, H.
constructs a passionate and engaging re-
lationship between Jesus and his follow-
ers. Violence and abuse of every kind
signal the need for transformation and
reconciliation.

This provocative christological essay
challenges many traditional christologi-
cal statements. The footnotes clearly in-
dicate a theologian familiar with classi-
cal Protestant and feminist theological
literature.

JonN F. RUSSELL, O.CARM.
Carmelite Novitiate, Middletown, N.Y.

CHRISTLICHER GLAUBE IN DER MODERNE:
ZU EINIGEN GRUNDTHESEN BEI HANSJUR-
GEN VERWEYEN, WALTER KASPER, JOSEPH
KARDINAL RATZINGER, UND RUDOLF
BuLTMANN. By Josef Kreiml. Theorie und
Forschung, 677; Theologie, 39. Regens-
burg: S. Roderer, 2000. Pp. 79. $14.

In this small book Josef Kreiml high-
lights some basic ideas of Verweyen,
Kasper, Ratzinger, and Bultmann/Jonas
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on how Christian faith can be main-
tained in the framework of modern
thought. K.’s first essay, “Does God Lay
Absolute Claim to Humankind?” treats
faith and reason in the thought-system
of Hansjlirgen Verweyen. Verweyen,
who refers mostly to Fichte, thinks that
human reasoning, although it is formed
in history, has an elementary, ultimate
structure as its foundation: God’s “ab-
solute” claim (19). The second essay
takes up Kasper’s thought on metaphys-
ics and faith today. While the basis of
Christian theology is the Gospel, meta-
physics is the “air the theologian
breathes” because it asks the question
of “das Eine und Ganze” (23). Every
theology that gives up metaphysics loses
its ability to communicate; it becomes a
“senseless” academic exercise. In “The
Truth of Faith” K. provides a deep in-
sight into works authored by Joseph
Cardinal Ratzinger in the past few
years. Ratzinger says that the human
person who gives up contact with God is
like a space satellite that has lost control
(45). The most interesting passages in
this essay are on liturgy, interreligious
dialogue, and ethics.

“God’s Acts in History,” the most
profound essay, takes up the Jewish phi-
losopher Hans Jonas’s critique of Bult-
mann’s demythologization. Bultmann is
right in thinking that humankind does
not want supernatural powers to inter-
fere in history. For him there is no real
identity between God’s acts and histori-
cal events. It is only an “identity of
paradox” (72). But when a human per-
son is permanently able to act and to
intervene in physical acts in our world,
God too must have “within the order of
nature” the possibility to intervene. So
Jonas tries to give an analogy between
human and divine actions. The denial of
every possibility of divine intervention
in history makes God an “uncertain ho-
rizon” of subjective thinking, and this
leads to a moral overstraining of the
Christian message (77).

K.’s book is a very readable introduc-
tion to the thought of these four Ger-
man theologians and philosophers.

ULRICH L. LEHNER
University of Munich
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WHAT Is Mission?: THEOLOGICAL Ex-
PLORATIONS. By J. Andrew Kirk. Minne-
apolis: Fortress, 2000. Pp. vii + 302. $20.

This introduction to a theology of
Christian mission is thoroughly re-
searched, based in Scripture, theologi-
cally sound, ecumenical in tone, wide
ranging in scope, and yet very readable.
As dean and head of the School of Mis-
sion and World Christianity at Selly
Oak Colleges, Birmingham, England,
and with teaching experience in other
countries, Kirk knows firsthand the im-
portance of just such a guide for under-
standing the Church in mission and
some of the themes relevant to the mis-
sion of the Church. He preempts the
reader’s thoughts by suggesting that his
is a “handbook” for the student of
Christian mission (1), in comparison to
David Bosch’s monumental Transform-
ing Mission (1991), a work to which one
needs to return again and again.

Central to K.’s theology of the
Church in mission is the missio Dei.
One cannot avoid the strong emphasis
he places throughout the book on the
concept of a personal God. The God
who has a missio is a personal, trinitar-
ian God who is “concerned about all as-
pects of life, is compassionate, a lover of
justice, full of mercy and forgiving”
(24). The mission of the Church is the
participation in all aspects of God’s mis-
sion as revealed in the person and mis-
sion of Jesus Christ. Although K. titles
them differently, his list of contempo-
rary issues includes witness and procla-
mation, justice, peace, the integrity of
creation, interreligious dialogue, incul-
turation, reconciliation, and sharing
partnership. He has not explicitly
named prayer and liturgy as components
of God’s and the Church’s mission, but
they are implicit in his constant and im-
portant reference to a personal God.

An excellent resource for all students
of theology, emphasizing once again
that “there can be no theology without
mission” (11).

ELEANOR DOIDGE
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago

WHAT DARE WE HOPE?: RECONSIDER-
ING EscHATOLOGY. By Gerhard Sauter.
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Theology for the 21st Century. Harris-
burg, Penn.: Trinity, 1999. Pp. xvi + 231.
$19.

Sauter, director of the Ecumenical In-
stitute at the University of Bonn, has
produced a major reflection on es-
chatology. His preferred eschatological
category is “promise.” We must attend
to God’s promises, not to our expecta-
tions, because “promise is the object of
hope.” In accounting for our hope, S.
links promise with the doctrine of justi-
fication as understood by Luther and
Calvin. It is easy to see why S. takes
issue with the theology-of-history es-
chatologies of Wolfhart Pannenberg
and Jirgen Moltmann. They are inter-
ested in the telos of history and in what
we are to hope for from history so that
we might take actions in the present
that are necessary to realize our vision
of that telos. Thus “eschatology be-
comes a teleology of history.”

One question raised by this approach
is how God’s action relates to our action
in seeking this realization. S. contrasts
this type of eschatology with two that
preceded it. “Consistent eschatology”
(Albert Schweitzer and Johannes
Weiss) foresees the kingdom of God
breaking into history, rendering it inco-
herent, and, in its catastrophic state,
bringing forth a new world in which
God would reign. “Radical eschatol-
ogy” (Karl Barth, Rudolph Bultmann,
and Karl Rahner) accuses hopers of be-
ing too immanent about their hopes and
underscores the need to hope for what
the wholly Other, God alone, can effect.
What this is cannot be deduced from
any analysis of history. Rather, it is fo-
cused on the present as it stands in re-
lation to eternity, which is not seen as
coming after time but as encountering
us here and now.

The great value of the work is that it
educes from these three different es-
chatological perspectives of the last 100
years, a series of questions that each
type has tried to answer. S. sees each
type as able to make points of contact
with one another. “The points of con-
tact emerge from questions which need
to be asked over and over again” (214).
The book is a necessity for graduate stu-



SHORTER NOTICES

dents but is not likely to be understood
by undergraduates.

JounN HAUGHEY, S.J.
Loyola University, Chicago

AFTER DEATH?: PAST BELIEFS AND
REAL PossiBILITIES. By David Edwards.
New York: Cassell, 1999. Pp. ix + 182.
$17.95.

This book is interesting, but perhaps
not entirely for the reasons the author
would like to hear. Along with survey-
ing some views of the afterlife held by
traditional religions, and specifically
Christianity, and some philosophical
views of the immortality of the soul, Ed-
wards gives a generally accurate and so-
bering account of the decline in En-
gland of the Christian belief in personal
life after death. This decline holds true
to a significantly lesser degree in the
United States. E. ascribes much of this
decline to a modern scientific view of
how closely dependent our mental ac-
tivity is on the activity of brain cells, a
view he basically accepts.

E. rejects the immortally of the soul
(157) and interprets the biblical teach-
ing about the Resurrection of Jesus and
of his followers as probably not includ-
ing a transformed physical body. He fi-
nally suggests that since by faith Chris-
tians hold that it is simply by his power
that God “made, and makes, the uni-
verse” (162), we can believe that he will
mercifully pluck us from total death.
God will give us a “purely spiritual”
(166) relationship with him and,
through him, with others after this life.

Some of E.’s reservations about tra-
ditional Christian teaching on hell seem
well founded, and his survey is interest-
ing. His themes, however, are treated
more seriously in other works (e.g., by
John W. Cooper and Tony Walter). The
book’s main value is to show how much
needs to be done to make the substan-
tive Christian teaching on this area
credible in our time, and how easily one
can embark on a slippery road that re-
lentlessly slides one away from Chris-
tian belief.

M. JouN FARRELLY, O.S.B.
St. Anselm’s Abbey, Washington, D.C.
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METHOD AND CATHOLIC MORAL THEOL-
0GY: THE ONGOING RECONSTRUCTION.
Edited by Todd A. Salzman. Omaha:
Creighton University, 1999. Pp. xvi +
279. $25.

This fine collection of essays exam-
ines the ongoing methodological recon-
struction of Catholic moral theology. In
doing so, the volume honors and utilizes
the work of Norbert Rigali, S.J., one of
the most influential thinkers in this re-
constructive project. Contributors to
the collection include Richard Gula, Jo-
seph Selling, Bernard Hoose, Mark
O’Keefe, James Keenan, Edward
Vacek, Charles Curran, James Walter,
Todd Salzman, Jean Porter, Lisa Sowle
Cabhill, and Richard McCormick.

Salzman’s introduction provides the
context for the study. Historically, Vat-
ican II’s decisive break from the tradi-
tional manuals reoriented Catholic
moral theology away from natural law
morality toward a morality based on
specifically Christian sources. This re-
orientation, however, did not seek to
eliminate natural law thinking alto-
gether. Rather, moral theologians have
since tried to find a workable balance
between philosophy and theologys; i.e.,
to integrate the universal insights of
natural law morality and the particular-
ity of Christian sources.

Rigali has been a major contributor in
this effort, using philosophical methods
to reformulate an authentically Chris-
tian moral theology. Following his lead,
the contributors address four critical is-
sues confronting this reconstructive
project. Gula, Selling, and Hoose ex-
plore the development of normative
methods in moral theology. O’Keefe,
Keenan, Vacek, and Curran clarify the
nature and content of specifically Chris-
tian sources. Walter, Salzman, and Por-
ter examine the tension between natural
law morality and Christian morality.
Cahill and McCormick focus on the ap-
plication of this integrated approach to
moral theology in the field of biomedi-
cal ethics, exploring its use in the areas
of euthanasia and genetic research.

These essays are a fine tribute to Ri-
gali and provide an excellent overview
of current trends in Catholic moral the-
ology. Christian theologians and phi-
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losophers will find them useful in the
classroom and in comparative studies.

Linoa M. MACCAMMON
Carroll College, Helena

JOURNEY IN FAITH AND FIDELITY:
WOMEN SHAPING RELIGIOUS LIFE FOR A
RENEWED CHURCH. Edited by Nadine
Foley, O.P. New York: Continuum,
1999. Pp. 304. $34.95.

The 15 chapters in this book are writ-
ten by 12 members of the Adrian Do-
minican congregation who chart the re-
newal of religious life since Vatican II.
They also raise prophetic questions
about structures in the Church that do
not take account of the experience of
many of the baptized within and beyond
religious life. It is an informative,
thoughtful, and honest book that in-
cludes critical appraisals of relevant
Vatican documents.

The first seven chapters are broadly
and deeply theological. They provide a
clear and penetrating narrative of the
theological foundations of renewal in
the Roman Catholic Church after Vati-
can II and detail the processes by which
this renewal has been accomplished in
one particular setting. Miriam Mullins
examines the biblical foundations of the
renewal and the shift from the language
of perfection to that of covenant and
servant leadership (31). Anneliese Sin-
nott describes the shift from a classical
to a dialogical theological methodology
that is faithful to both the multivalent
truth of present experience and tradi-
tion. In a later chapter she grounds the
call to mission in the life and ministry of
Jesus. Carol Johannes explores a
kenotic Christology that teaches us
about the nature of God and of our un-
derstanding of power. Nadine Foley
leads us through a theology of the Holy
Spirit and the ways that charisms func-
tion in the Church as a locus of inner
authority and mission. Patricia Walter
outlines pre- and post-conciliar ecclesi-
ologies and confronts the tensions that
perdure between religious life and other
segments of the Church.

Chapters 8-15 focus on particular as-
pects of the work of the Adrian Domini-
can congregation. Topics include orga-
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nizational theory; the nature and func-
tion of chapter meetings after Vatican
II; the founding of Network, a political
lobby in Washington, D.C.; as well as
chapters on feminist, womanist, and
mujerista perspectives.

It would be a serious mistake not to
read this book because of its location in
one particular religious congregation.
This 1s an extremely important book for
everyone in the Church because it de-
scribes in vivid and dynamic ways what
it means to “do” theology, and
chronicles how faithful attention to au-
thentic, prayerful, theological activity
can and does lead to radical change in
one’s outlook and living (102). This
path is open to every baptized Chris-
tian, and women religious provide a
model for everyone in the Church to
grow in the freedom of the children of
God. In this volume, the reader finds
encouragement, humble but sure confi-
dence, and a prophetic vision of a
Church that is always reforming itself,
open to diversity within and beyond it-
self, and honest about the struggle to
respond to the ever-changing call of the
Spirit and of the world.

ELIZABETH A. DREYER
Fairfield University, Connecticut

GobLusT: FACING THE DEMONIC, EM-
BRACING THE DIVINE. By Kerry Walters.
New York: Paulist, 1999. Pp. xi + 167.
$11.95.

Godlust is a reflection on the effects
of original sin—the “worm in the
heart”—on contemporary Western cul-
ture. Using Herod the Great as an ex-
emplar, Walters presents an astute
analysis of a fundamental distortion of
our cultural worldview. “Put in its stark-
est terms, the desire for God that lies at
the core of our spiritual identities mu-
tates into a lust fo be God. What origi-
nally is a divinely embedded yearning
that draws us toward God corrupts into
an obsessive drive to usurp God’s
place” (6). This distortion, found in the
thought of influential philosophers, sci-
entists, and reformers, effectively re-
duces or removes a God-consciousness
from our worldview.
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W. describes three fundamental
modes that “Godlusters” use to mutate
the innate human yearning for God (the
“mutation” of the classical transcen-
dents of truth, beauty, and goodness)
into a purely subjective human experi-
ence. The three central chapters de-
scribe these patterns of distortion: God-
lusters are Truth-Eaters, Beauty-Eaters,
and Good-Eaters. Truth-Eaters (phi-
losophers such as Nietzsche) reduce all
truth to subjective interpretation and
linguistic convention. Beauty-Eaters
(scientists/technologists such as Francis
Bacon) strip the physical realm of any
reference to its Creator, seeing it merely
as a repository of raw material ripe for
human mastery. Good-Eaters (reform-
ers such as Orson Welles’s Citizen
Kane) remove divine wisdom from cul-
ture and redefine value in terms of in-
dividual rationalistic systems. W. thor-
oughly and effectively presents the
Christian counterpoint to the Godlus-
ters’ worldview.

This book is important for believers
who cherish both the religious dimen-
sion of culture and truth, beauty, and
goodness as signals of transcendence. It
lays bare a culturally reinforced world-
view insidiously denying the existence
of God—insidiously because usually un-
articulated (fully a third of a recent un-
dergraduate theology class was ques-
tioning the existence of God). Though
W.’s language may be alienating for
some, his thesis warrants prayerful con-
sideration.

RicHARD J. HAUSER, S.J.
Creighton University, Omaha

AT THis TiME, IN THis PLACE: THE
SPIRIT EMBODIED IN THE LOCAL ASSEM-
BLY. By Michael Warren. Harrisburg,
Penn.: Trinity, 1999. Pp. x + 182. $15.

This work is not easy to categorize.
Warren considers it “an exercise in
practical theology” touching on Chris-
tian education/catechesis, pastoral min-
istry, liturgy, ethics, culture, and com-
munications. That such broad topics are
all treated in this slim volume cautions
one from demanding too much depth.
Rather, W. invites reflection on ques-
tions posed throughout a work that is
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more probative than systematic, more
critical than constructive, and more
evocative than methodologically clear
or precise.

W. repeatedly urges that theology
and pastoral ministry should be seen as
one theological reality. He values to-
day’s ongoing integration of liturgy and
catechesis but only when liturgy leads to
principled action in the world (chaps. 1
and 3). How this integration differs
from moralizing in preaching and cel-
ebration is noted (69) but not convinc-
ingly addressed. W. uses insights from
liberation theologians and other con-
temporary authors to challenge those
who engage in public worship and to de-
mand that liturgy and Christian living
be integral. The notion of “sacramental-
ity,” however, remains undefined. That
W. does not probe it as a necessary sub-
stratum for articulating the theology of
liturgy and sacraments is disappointing,
particularly considering the recent em-
phasis given it (e.g., by Kenan Osborne)
as a way to understand how Christians
should first view the world and then en-
gage in public liturgy. For W. “liturgy”
almost always refers to the ritual enact-
ment of the local assembly. Where he
critiques liturgy’s structure (chap. 4), he
does so from a perspective that some
would praise as inclusive and others
would criticize as egalitarian. His chal-
lenges to local churches in chapter 6 are
based on his appropriately poignant cri-
tiques of the status quo offered through-
out the work. These “attitudinal” and
“procedural characteristics” (138-40)
are well worth the kind of discussion W.
urges throughout the book.

That this work is largely the fruit of a
sabbatical taken in 1992-93 is reflected
in the somewhat dated bibliography
(few non-English sources) and end-
notes. Some quotations do not really
support the point W. is trying to make,
e.g. the quote from Erasmus (67). Some
editing errors mar an otherwise read-
able style. Liturgists and catechists will
be challenged by this book. Whether it
succeeds in bridging the gulf between
theology and pastoral ministry is debat-
able.

KEVIN W. IRWIN
Catholic University of America,
Washington
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IL PROBLEMA FILOSOFICO DEL LINGUAG-
GIO IN ANTONIO RosMmINI. By Vereno
Brugiatelli. Collana Scienze Religiose,
n.s., vol. 1. Bologna: Edizioni Deho-
niane, 2000. Pp. 278. Lit. 33,000.

Philosophers and theologians outside
of Italy might associate the name, An-
tonio Rosmini (1797-1855), only with
the 40 propositions condemned by the
Holy Office in 1887 (DS 3201-3241). In
1991, however, the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith began a reexami-
nation of Rosmini’s thought, and in the
years since a renaissance of Rosmini
studies (mostly in Italy) has taken place.
Rosmini’s was one of the great minds of
the 19th century. In this volume, Bru-
giatelli makes an original contribution
by demonstrating convincingly that the
philosophy of language—while not de-
veloped fully in one single work and not
always recognized by scholars—is “a
red thread” (111) that runs through
Rosmini’s entire philosophical and reli-
gious thought.

B.’s introduction examines philo-
sophical thinking about language from
Descartes until the mid-19th Century.
Rosmini’s understanding of language is
outlined in chapter 1: language is a “sys-
tem of signs” that mediates and ex-
presses ideas generated from experi-
ence: “the vocal sign is first a sign of the
idea and then, by means of the idea, of
the thing” (72). Progress in using lan-
guage is how a person develops as a per-
son (chap. 2); and what is true of an
individual is true of society as a whole:
“language is the mirror of the civil and
cultural progress of humanity” (126).
As one becomes more and more skilled
in linguistic expression and strives for
rational precision which stretches to-
ward the truth (chap. 3), one becomes
aware of the transcendent Word heard
only in deep silence (chap. 5); for lan-
guage, ultimately, is the gift of God as
humans are put in touch with Being it-
self (chap. 4).

This is a significant book for anyone
interested in the philosophy of lan-
guage. B.’s knowledge of Rosmini’s vast
and wide-ranging corpus (over 70 vol-
umes) is truly impressive. His language
is clear and nontechnical, and he makes
some interesting connections between
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Rosmini and contemporary philoso-
phers like Rorty and Popper. For those
unfamiliar with “il Roveretano,” this
book can prove a fine introduction.

STEPHEN BEvVANS, S.V.D.
Catholic Theological Union, Chicago

FRIENDSHIP AND SOCIETY: AN INTRODUC-
TION TO AUGUSTINE’S PRACTICAL PHI-
LosOoPHY. By Donald X. Burt, O.S.A.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. Pp. xii
+ 239. $18.

“The argument of this book is that at
the root of Augustine’s practical phi-
losophy is the love of friendship. The
ideal relationship of human with hu-
man, of humans with God, and, indeed,
of body and soul in each individual is a
relationship of friend to friend” (xi).
Burt never argues his “argument.” He
restates and applies it adroitly to prob-
lems in pastoral counseling, but he does
not explain it alongside of alternatives.
The relationship of subject to sovereign,
for one, would likely have nudged
“friend to friend” aside, had B. done
more with Augustine’s antipelagian
writing. Yet that may be asking too
much. How comprehensive should one
expect him to be? Can a book “aimed at
introducing the thought of Augustine to
the ordinary non-professional” (ix)
avoid making its man a bit too uncom-
plicated?

Perhaps not, though B.’s emphatic as-
surances (“Augustine’s message is that
we must....”) seem to dare critics to
come armed with complications. Near
the close of City of God for instance,
Augustine fondly remembered the first
Christians for whom the only way to
fight for survival was to be contemptu-
ous of it. To fight otherwise (pro salute
pugnare) was to forfeit faith in God’s
sovereignty and deliverance. But B.:
“there 1s no obligation on a Christian
community to refuse self-defense (128).
And the few paragraphs on celibacy (84,
116) in the many pages devoted to mar-
riage and family incline one to forget
that Augustine put marital fidelity a
close second to chastity—but second, all
the same—in his treatise Holy Virginity.
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B. readably and plausibly turns the
formidable 4th- and 5th-century bishop
into a companionable, compassionate,
sometimes compelling practical and
spiritual guide. The book is tidier and,
in places, less tentative than it should
be, but it is a defensibly “Augustinian
analysis” of familiar human predica-
ments.

PETER IVER KAUFMAN
University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill

SOVEREIGN VIRTUE: THE THEORY AND
PracTICE OF EqQuaLiTYy. By Ronald
Dworkin. Cambridge: Harvard Univer-
sity, 2000. Pp. 512. $35.

Political philosopher Ronald Dwor-
kin defies the neoliberal and conserva-
tive success of the last decades in mak-
ing equality the “endangered species of
political ideals” (1). He argues in noble
if expansive fashion that equality is not
just a value to be recovered; it is the
“sovereign virtue” of politics (1).

D.’s case for equality is founded on
his ethical liberalism. At the heart of
this case are deeply moral claims about
the responsibility each person has for
his or her life and about the equal im-
portance of all lives. D. advocates the
distributive notion of “equality of re-
sources” as the chief means by which to
ensure the practice of these ethical first
principles in social and political life. For
all the ethical weight it bears, however,
equality of resources is a market-based
concept that relies on ideas like price
and opportunity cost to give moral con-
tent to the meaning of equal concern.
This mix of the ethical and economic,
however, is problematic. D. charges
people with responsibility but also ren-
ders responsibility in instrumental, eco-
nomic terms. Similarly, he affirms the
great value of liberty but construes it as
a means and not as an end. But can our
fundamental equality be understood in
such instrumental terms—terms that do
not evoke a human context of embodi-
ment, intrinsic value, inherent freedom,
and a desire for God?

The first half of the book is a theoret-
ical discussion of such topics as equality
of resources, equality and liberty, and
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liberal community. The second half fo-
cuses on issues like welfare reform and
affirmative action. Almost all of the
chapters were published previously.
Unfortunately for a book filled with in-
sights, there 1s not a tight logic linking
each chapter to the overall argument.

Davip E. DECossE
Boston College

ANALYZING BacH Cantatas. By Eric
Chafe. New York: Oxford University,
2000. Pp. xvii + 286. $55.

As he did in this book’s companion
volume, Tonal Allegory in the Vocal
Music of J. S. Bach (1991), Chafe ana-
lyzes “the ways in which one of the
greatest of all musical minds attempted
to mirror both the dogma and the mys-
tery of religious experience in musico-
allegorical terms” &Vi). Since his first
article introducing the concept of “tonal
allegory” in the Passions of Bach
(1981), C. has worked to push Bach
studies beyond formalist analysis and to
demonstrate how the composer repre-
sented Lutheran theology by means of
musical language and structures. For C,,
“the cornerstone of Lutheran herme-
neutics” is that the events of salvation
history must be “duplicated within the
human heart.” Thus, in Cantata 121, the
descent-ascent harmonic “shape” alle-
gorizes both the historical “incarnation
of Jesus” (at the turning of the winter
solstice) as well as the “subsequent el-
evation of humanity through faith in the
incarnation” (148-89). Musical struc-
tures represent both dogmatic content
and personal religious experience.

Perhaps C.’s most interesting contri-
bution is the application of his own pio-
neering studies of modality in Mon-
teverdi to Bach’s compositions. Late-
medieval Lutheran chorale melodies
that were “modally anomalous”—i.e.,
that changed their mode, ended on the
“wrong” degree of the scale, or con-
tained pitches outside the normal modal
framework—nicely served to represent
Bach’s religious vision. For example,
Bach’s Orgelbiichlein arrangement of
the New Year chorale “Das alte Jahr
vergangen ist” seemingly begins in D
minor and ends in E major. How to ana-
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lyze this structural instability so unnerv-
ing to the modern ear? For C., the cho-
rale’s “modal anomaly” gave Bach a
language with which to express his
“tonal allegory”: humanity’s initial “im-
perfection and mortality” is resolved
both theologically and musically in the
believer’s final “hope for eternal life”
(84-86).

A church historian might hope for a
thicker description of Bach’s location in
the 18th century. Bach’s late-baroque
“Lutheran hermeneutic” is sometimes
more individualist and Pietist (and sen-
timental) than the rugged late-medieval
Luther could himself have imagined.
Then again, Bach’s apparent self-
understanding that he was composing a
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“theology” strikingly resembles that of
his near-contemporary, Sir Isaac New-
ton. “Theology” could be inflected in
both musical and scientific keys. This
baroque parallel suggests that the pri-
mary interest of this book for theolo-
gians may be C.’s implicit expansion of
the notion of “theology” and its repre-
sentational languages. Just as Balthasar
(in Herrlichkeit) undertook the study of
literary figures (Hopkins, Péguy, Ber-
nanos) as theologians in the “lay style,”
so C. suggests that we should—as Jaro-
slav Pelikan put it—place Bach among
the Theologians (1986).

STEPHEN SCHLOESSER, S.J.
Boston College
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