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DAs DEUTERONOMIUM ZWISCHEN PENTA-
TEUCH UND DEUTERONOMISTISCHEM GE-
scHICHTSWERK. Edited by Eckart Otto
and Reinhard Achenbach. Forschungen
zur Religion und Literatur des Alten
und Neuen Testaments 206. Gottingen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2004. Pp.
222. €59.

In modern scholarship, Deuteronomy
has been “der archimedische Punkt der
alttestamentlichen Literaturgeschichte”
(1). It concludes the Pentateuch and in-
troduces the Deuteronomic History.
These two sections of Scripture consti-
tute two subdisciplines within OT stud-

ies. Recently, scholars have become in-
creasingly interested in constructing a
unified theory encompassing both areas
of study that would explain the evolu-
tion of the Primary History (Genesis-
Kings, excluding Ruth). This explora-
tion has opened up new questions and
contributed to a reevaluation of previ-
ous scholarship.

So far, no consensus has emerged
concerning this hoped-for unified
theory, and some have abandoned all
hope of knowing how this literature
came to be. The present collection of
ten essays (four in German, six in En-
glish, introduced in German by Achen-
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bach) are the published results of collo-
quia from the Society of Biblical Litera-
ture International meetings in Berlin
(2002) and Cambridge (2003). The con-
tributors include some leading OT
scholars who have not given up hope of
discovering how the Primary History
came to be. Most of the contributions
strive to discern the editorial activity
that connected diverse parts, especially
around the problematic areas involving
the relationship between Deuteronomic
and Priestly material.

Although the contributions neither
tend toward a consensus nor set forth a
theory embracing the whole Primary
History, some aspects of approximate
agreement emerge. Deuteronomy is
not the only book that is “between the
Pentateuch and the Deuteronomistic
History,” but several other Pentateu-
chal texts prepare for the following his-
tory. Almost all the contributions em-
ploy redaction criticism to discern how
editors struggled to resolve contradic-
tions in the text and reinterpret material
for their own ends. Most contributors
focus on some aspect of law and its de-
velopment, and on reinterpretation in
subsequent redactional layers. Al-
though the scholars concentrate on dif-
ferent texts and problems, all manage to
draw connections among a range of bib-
lical materials in an effort to discern
how the parts were redacted into a
whole.

DAviD BoswORTH
Barry University, Miami Shores, Fla.

JOHANNEISCHES CHRISTENTUM: SEINE
GESCHICHTE UND THEOLOGIE IM UBER-
BLICK. By Jiirgen Becker. Tiibingen:
Mohr Siebeck, 2004. Pp. viii + 260. €49.

The fruit of over 30 years of reflec-
tion, Jirgen Becker (now retired) be-
gins with a compact discussion of the
historical development of Johannine
Christianity, then analyzes in detail the
shifting theological emphases of each
compositional stage of its literature.
Here B. has updated and condensed his
larger commentary (Das Evangelium
nach Johannes [1979-81]) to make his-
torical-critical scholarship accessible to
a wider audience (thus also avoiding
footnotes).
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Despite recent use of literary meth-
ods in Johannine scholarship, B. argues
that historical criticism is still essential
since the Fourth Gospel was clearly not
written by only one author, but was ex-
panded and reinterpreted over several
generations. Little 1s certain about Jo-
hannine Christianity’s historical origins,
but B. judges that several communities
founded by the “Beloved Disciple” (not
a literary fiction, but a historical figure
well known to insiders and only later
“anonymous” to outsiders) were prob-
ably located near Antioch. Living for
about two generations in relative isola-
tion from other Christians, they devel-
oped distinctive theological ideas, be-
fore eventually reconnecting with the
wider Christian world. B. sees the
“evangelist,” the “ecclesial redactor,”
and the writer(s) of the Epistles as sepa-
rate members of the “Johannine
school” (a close-knit circle of teacher-
servants) who reinterpreted and devel-
oped their traditions in dialogue with
each other.

After sketching some theological fea-
tures of the pre-Gospel stage (especially
“signs source” and “passion narrative”),
B. extensively analyzes the Evangelist’s
theology, a theology that focuses not
on “incarnational Christology” but on
the presence of God’s Spirit in Je-
sus, the Son sent from the Father, and
the ongoing presence of Jesus/Spirit
in the Johannine communities. The
ecclesial redactor (adding John 15-17,
21, and more) later shifts the focus
from Christology to ecclesiology, ex-
ploring how these communities relate to
other Christians. Finally, the writers of
the Epistles again reshape and reinter-
pret Johannine theology in applying it
to later conflicts within the communi-
ties.

Readers convinced of the narrative
unity of John’s Gospel may have little
interest in this book; but for those who
can entertain multiple historical stages
in the Johannine literature, B. provides
a clear and compelling presentation of
how Johannine ideas were developed
and reinterpreted over several genera-
tions.

FELIx JusT, S.J.
University of San Francisco
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ORDAINED WOMEN IN THE EARLY
CHURCH: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY.
Edited and translated by Kevin Madi-
gan and Carolyn Osiek. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University, 2005. Pp.
206. $48.

Kevin Madigan and Carolyn Osiek
have produced a masterful compilation
and translation of early Christian
sources that dealt with the issue of
women deacons and presbyters in the
Latin- and Greek-speaking worlds—
sources ranging mainly from the earliest
communities to about Ap 600, but in-
cluding also some interesting evidence
up to the eleventh century. The book
does not include all the original texts,
although footnotes and a few illustra-
tions provide some Latin and Greek
documentation. The preponderance of
their literary and epigraphical sources
appears elsewhere, especially in Ute Ei-
sen’s Women Officeholders in Early
Christianity (2000) and in Josephine
Mayer’s Monumenta de viduis diaconis-
sis virginibusque tractantia (1938), but
their compilation is a handy reference
for the continued discussion of the his-
tory of women’s ordination to major or-
ders. Unfortunately, no liturgies are in-
cluded. Even so, the editors have
amassed a substantial portion of the his-
torical evidence for the ordination of
women in the early church, much of
which seems overlooked in the Interna-
tional Theological Commission’s 2002
document Le diaconate: Evolution et
perspectives. Their extensive evidence
of women deacons, especially newly dis-
covered funerary epigraphical evidence,
should assist the churches, East and
West, in restoring women to the dia-
conate. The letter of Pope Benedict
VIII to Benedict, Bishop of Porto (AD
1070) is especially strong: “In that same
way, we concede and confirm to you
and to your successors in perpetuity ev-
ery episcopal ordination (ordinationem
episcopalem), not only of presbyters but
also of deacons or deaconesses (diaco-
nissis) or sub-deacons” (147). This letter
alone would seem to suffice; it supports
the authority and power of a diocesan
ordinary to restore the tradition where
he deems necessary. Further, in light of
Benedict XVI's March 2006 comment
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to the priests of the Diocese of Rome
that “it is right to ask oneself if more
space, more positions of responsibility,
can be given to women, even in the min-
isterial services,” the recovered history
in this volume certainly will enlighten
the further response of Rome.

PHYLLIS ZAGANO
Hofstra University, Hempstead, N.Y.

HisTORIA CONTRA MYTHOS: DIE SCHRIF-
TAUSLEGUNG DIODORS VON TARSUS UND
THEODORS VON MOPSUESTIA IM WIDER-
STREIT zZU KAISER JULIANS UND SALUS-
TIUS’ ALLEGORISCHEM MYTHENVER-
STANDNIS. By Felix Thome. Hereditas:
Studium zur alten Kirchengeschichte
24. Bonn: Borengisser, 2004. Pp. xxxv +
252. €32.

Thome seeks to establish whether
and to what extent Emperor Julian and
his collaborator Salustius influenced
Diodore of Tarsus and Theodore of
Mopsuestia’s rejection of allegory. T.
begins with a summary of works pub-
lished on Antiochene exegesis, then
presents and comments on many surviv-
ing passages (in German translation)
from Julian, Salustius, Diodore, and
Theodore on myth and allegory. He ar-
gues that Julian and Salustius consid-
ered the pagan myths about gods and
goddesses to be absurd in se but useful
for the unenlightened. The educated,
however, through a discerning use of al-
legory, could attain to deeper levels and
meanings of eternal truth. T. contends
that their attacks against the Gospel sto-
ries as ridiculous myths needing to be
“rightly” interpreted allegorically would
have awakened Diodore and Theodore
to how truly inimical allegory was to the
Gospels’ historicity. T. also demon-
strates how Theodore incorporates
metaphors, parables, and theoria within
his hermeneutical understanding and
regards them as different from strict al-
legory.

T.’s work is an invaluable source for
those interested in Julian’s and Salusti-
us’s influence on Diodore’s and Theo-
dore’s exegetical thought. His transla-
tions provide access to passages hitherto
unavailable in ancient languages. Be-
cause Diodore opposed Julian in his
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lifetime and Theodore wrote a partially
surviving work against Julian, some im-
pact is likely. But it is hard to assess in
the light not merely of their rhetorical
and Christian training, their personali-
ties, and evolutions in thought, but also
of when they became convinced that
God’s inspired message was inherently
connected with what a text actually
says, and that a historical account was
truly such. Was their thought shaped by
Julian and Salustius, or were they apply-
ing a well-established Antiochene prin-
ciple that a historical interpretation had
to be explicitly justified by Scripture?
For them, allegory was an inspiring (not
inspired) imaginative speculation. Per-
haps too they obtained insight into how
the “body” of a text is related to its
meaning from their conviction that
Christ’s visible body actually reveals the
presence of the Word’s divinity. If Ju-
lian was so influential, why is he not
named in Diodore’s and Theodore’s
surviving works? T. needs a fuller treat-
ment of how Theodore uses sign, sym-
bol, and type to explain baptism and the
Eucharist, highlighting thereby a sharp
contrast with Julian’s allegorical inter-
pretations of pagan celebrations.

FrREDERICK G. McLEoD, S.J.
St. Louis University

AccCEss To GOD IN AUGUSTINE’s CON-
FESSIONS: Books X-XIII. By Carl G.
Vaught. Albany: State University of
New York, 2005. Pp. xi + 280. $65;
$24.95.

This is the last volume of Vaught’s
trilogy on Augustine’s Confessions. V.
has developed a unique interpretative
paradigm that stretches over his three
volumes and is a sine qua non for un-
derstanding his methodology. As he has
it, “Augustine’s Confessions develops
within a three-dimensional framework:
the first is temporal, the second spatial,
and the third eternal” (5). Thus, in an
introductory discussion of the unity of
the Confessions, V. identifies his trilogy
with his three dimensions: books 1-6
presenting the journey to God, books
7-9 presenting encounters with God,
and finally books 10-13, presenting the
quest for understanding or access to
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God. His division is more than cosmetic
because it becomes an instrument of in-
terpretation.

This schema goes against the com-
monly accepted division of books 1-9 as
autobiography, book 10 as a philosoph-
ical treatment of memory, and books
11-13 as an exegesis of the Genesis cre-
ation narratives. Some may consider
V.’s division and its interpretive conse-
quences contrived. Within his third sec-
tion, namely the present volume, V.
deals with memory (book 10), time
(book 11), and creation (book 12-13).
He rightly understands the central
theme of the Confessions to be the re-
lation between God and the soul and
distinctively tries to distance Augustine
from his earlier Neoplatonic experi-
ence. According to V., book 10 marks a
new beginning in the Confessions, giv-
ing the reader insight into Augustine’s
mind at the precise time that he is writ-
ing. Augustine is now a bishop. His
words in book 10—and his now Chris-
tian experiences that are the basis for
these words—may be contrasted with
his earlier experiences in books 1-9.
Finding a tension between the Neopla-
tonic and the Christian in Augustine’s
thought, V. tends to minimize the Neo-
platonic. In this work he emphasizes
specifically Christian aspects of Augus-
tine’s thought such as the role of Christ
as a bodily mediator, creation ex nihilo
by the triune God, and, finally, the sev-
enth day of eternal Sabbath rest.

KENNETH B. STEINHAUSER
Saint Louis University

THE PRINCETON COMPANION TO
JoNATHAN EpDWARDSs. Edited by Sang
Hyun Lee. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton
University. Pp. xix + 331. $45.

Comprised of essays by contributors
to the current “renaissance” of interest
in Jonathan Edwards, this volume is es-
sential for anyone studying his thought,
whether for historical or constructive
purposes. Readers with historical inter-
ests will find essays from Harry Stout,
Mark Knoll, Allen Guelzo, Douglas
Sweeney, and Kenneth Minkema, each
representing the best historiography on
Edwards done by Evangelical scholars.



SHORTER NOTICES

Notwithstanding the individual excel-
lence of the essays, however, this vol-
ume does not reflect the diversity and
depth of contemporary historical schol-
arship. Missing are essays by non-
Evangelicals such as Ava Chamberlain,
Mark Valeri, and Joseph Conforti who
argue that Edwards’s prodigious intel-
lect was stymied by the complex issues
of gender (Chamberlain), economics
(Valeri), and social reform (Conforti).
These scholars argue that Edwards’s
philosophical genius did not yield a suf-
ficiently complex social analysis, even
judged by the standards of his milieu.
Further, as Minkema and Stout them-
selves have argued in recent essays,
the abstract nature of Edwards’s later
apologetical discourses provided philo-
sophical justifications that later pro-
ponents and opponents of slavery
both claimed. This collection of histori-
cal essays, while individually excel-
lent, does not reflect the variety of per-
spectives on Edwards or the ambiguity
that additional voices would have
added.

Those with constructive interests will
find important essays by Amy Plantinga
Pauw and Robert Jenson, even while
John E. Smith’s and Richard R.
Niebuhr’s essays break little new
ground. Here again, though, the selec-
tion is narrow. Missing are essays from
scholars whose commitments are not
explicitly Christian or are non-
Christian, such as Leon Chai and Avihu
Zakai. And it is unfortunate that
William Wainwright could not have
contributed an essay on Edwards’s de-
fense of original sin, a topic that Wain-
right has developed in his constructive
philosophy.

Aside from these reservations, how-
ever, this volume captures well the
cross-fertilization that has occurred
in Edwardian scholarship in recent de-
cades. That one wishes for a more
inclusive list of contributors is a testa-
ment to the untapped potential Ed-
wards offers to both historians and
theologians.

WILLIAM J. DANAHER, JR.
University of the South,
Sewanee, Tenn.
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BLack ABOLITIONISM: A QUEST FOR Hu-
MAN DignNiTy. By Beverly Eileen
Mitchell. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 2005.
Pp. xi + 180. $20.

Mitchell’s work is part of “The
Bishop Henry McNeal Turner/
Sojourner Truth Series in Black Reli-
gion,” the purpose of which is to give
voice to marginalized communities. M.’s
additional purpose is to redefine, by a
historical/Christian lens, American
white and black abolitionism. She cri-
tiques current models of historic aboli-
tionism and compellingly challenges
current classifications of the movement
for not fully encompassing black aboli-
tionists (citing Aileen S. Kraditor and
Stanley M. Elkins). Chapters 4-7 high-
light the historic importance of black-
Christian abolitionists such as David
Walker, Henry Highland Garnet, Sam-
uel Ringgold Ward, and James W. C.
Pennington.

This historical journey yields two sub-
stantive climaxes—in chapters 8-9 and
in 11. The first demonstrates that aboli-
tionism was in fact a quest for human
dignity and speaks of the current reali-
ties of racism as a violation of that dig-
nity. The second forcefully claims that
the quest of abolitionism remains unful-
filled. However, instead of supporting
her claim through her own research, M.
summarizes religious thinkers like Kel-
sey, Evans, and Cone who “bear witness
that the struggle against black dehu-
manization continues” (152). While we
can certainly agree, her argument would
be more helpful if she drew out contem-
porary examples rather than relying on
the older assessments of others. Fur-
ther, we may question whether “aboli-
tionism” is the most helpful key for ex-
posing the more general, real, and cur-
rent issue of dehumanization discussed
in chapters 8-9. When the study ends,
we are left with little idea of how we can
move on. Perhaps a more profound
analysis of the successes and limitations
of abolitionism could provide a tem-
plate for future action.

M. has treated white and black aboli-
tionism fairly, noted their differen-
ces, and admitted the Christian limi-
tations and successes in the cause.
Suited mostly for the beginning theo-
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logian or those interested in the spe-
cific Christian role in abolitionism, this
work on an important topic holds only
limited resources for the general theo-
logian.

S. W. FLYNN
Corpus Christi College,
Vancouver, Canada

PADRES: THE NATIONAL CHICANO
PriEST MOVEMENT. By Richard Edward
Martinez. Austin: University of Texas,
2005. Pp. vi +197. $50; $19.95.

Founded in 1969 and active through
1989, a group of mostly Chicano priests
helped evoke the Church’s eventual
support of farm workers and its more
robust commitment to Hispanic minis-
try and community organization. PA-
DRES, as the group was named, was
instrumental in the selection of the first
Hispanic U.S. bishop and the establish-
ment of the USCCB’s Secretariat for
Hispanic Affairs.

This first book-length treatment of
PADRES adds overlooked information
to those histories of the Chicano Move-
ment that often discount contributions
by Catholics. It presents the contexts in
which PADRES was founded, namely,
the reforms of Vatican II, the turmoil of
the civil rights movement, and network-
ing among Hispanic Catholics through
the Cursillo. It locates the birth of
PADRES in protest. When “Chicano
Catholics saw the church for the first
time as socially irresponsible” (37),
some of the priests who concurred
in that judgment were disciplined.
PADRES was formed to support its
persecuted members and to promote a
shared agenda.

Martinez claims that “PADRES func-
tioned as the nonsecular arm of the Chi-
cano movement” (77), that it fought to
change attitudes within the church and
to develop leadership among Mexican
Americans. M.’s account of PADRES’s
accomplishments is stirring. He rightly
gives voice to actual players through ex-
tensive oral histories. This strength,
however, becomes a weakness when he
relies exclusively on isolated interviews
that were far removed from the events
narrated. For instance, using only the
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later reminiscence of one laicized priest,
M. concludes that electing (now Arch-
bishop) Flores to chair PADRES in
1972 was a principle cause for its
demise. Given that the decline of
PADRES did not begin in earnest until
a decade later, it seems odd to assign
Flores a decisive role. Scanty sources
and cramped methods yields less depth
and nuance, and even can call into ques-
tion some of M.’s conclusions. M.,
though, does present a good and neces-
sary, if imbalanced, history of U.S.
Catholic Hispanics.

KENNETH G. Davis, O.F.M. Conv.
Saint Meinrad School of Theology, Ind.

“HERE I AM, LORD”: THE LETTERS AND
WRITINGS OF Ita Forp. Edited and in-
troduced by Jeanne Evans. Maryknoll,
N.Y.: Orbis, 2005. Pp. xiv + 250. $18.

On December 2, 1980, Ita Ford and
three other women were apprehended,
raped, and murdered by the Salvadoran
military. How did Ford get there? The
reasons were chronological, human, and
religious. She documented the journey
in her letters; Jeanne Evans brings the
story to literary life.

Ita was born in Brooklyn in 1940, sent
to parochial school, graduated from
Marymount Manhattan College in 1961,
and joined the Maryknoll Sisters. She
withdrew from Maryknoll for health
reasons in 1964, worked for Sadlier, the
religious publisher, in Manhattan for
the rest of the 1960s, and rejoined
Maryknoll in 1971. After profession in
1972 and language school, she worked
in a shantytown attached to Santiago,
Chile, from 1973 to 1978. She then did a
year of renewal and reflection back at
Maryknoll, after which she returned to
Chile, but only briefly. In 1980 she re-
sponded to appeals for help in El Sal-
vador and took up work in Charlat-
enango on behalf of refugees from the
war. She had been to a meeting in Nica-
ragua when she was intercepted on her
way from the airport.

Jeanne Evans, known for her work on
Paul Ricoeur, has arranged the letters
and occasional papers chronologically.
She introduces each stage of Ford’s life
with biographical data and descriptions
of the historical and social situations
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that allow a contextual understanding of
Ita’s words at each stage. These intro-
ductions are remarkable for their eco-
nomical detail and a sharp, limpid, and
unobtrusive recreation of the various
situations in which Ford lived. Evans
has constructed the perfect frame that
allows the picture to show itself fully.

In her own words, unintended for
publication, Ford communicates spiri-
tual depth in simplicity, passionate com-
mitment in plain and attractive ordinari-
ness as well as in war, steadfast witness
to religious ideals in a period of rapid
and sometimes chaotic change, human
transcendence amid poverty and desti-
tution. She provides the reader with les-
sons in how this middle-class American
Catholic woman recognized the spiri-
tual ideals behind liberation theology.
One sees in Ford’s life and words the
process of interior wrestling and spiri-
tual discernment, the meaning of find-
ing freedom by commitment to a lofty
cause, in this case, accompanying the
poor.

Everyone will admire this book and
learn from it: the young looking for ide-
als to which they might dedicate their
freedom, those in mid-career trying to
cope with routine. Those who are older
will marvel at the way one who was
killed at 40 could have lived such a
beautiful and meaningful life by staying
the religious course. She remained con-
sistent in a rapidly developing and
troubled time by reflectively reformu-
lating the ways to be true to her early
desire to serve those in need. No one
will be disappointed with this book.

ROGER HAIGHT, S. J.
Union Theological Seminary, New York

TowARDS A TRULY CATHOLIC CHURCH:
AN ECCLESIOLOGY FOR THE THIRD MIL-
LENNIUM. By Thomas P. Rausch, S.J.
Collegeville: Liturgical, 2005. Pp. xii +
235. $24.95.

This concise but well documented
synthesis is an invaluable resource on
Catholic ecclesiology, its ecumenical en-
gagements, and prospects for the future
as Christianity moves into the postmod-
ern world. Rausch’s mastery of the vast
material of both the classical tradition
and the last 40 years of reception of
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Vatican II, of internal Catholic debates
and the expansion of those debates, and
of ecumenical research could easily be
masked by the clarity and accessibility
of his presentation.

The book includes eleven chapters.
The introduction lays out its methodol-
ogy, and the global, ecumenical, and
Vatican II contexts that shape ecclesio-
logical reflection today. R. is clear that
Vatican II cannot be seen simply as an
internal, institutional event for Catho-
lics, but rather as a moment in the his-
tory of Christianity and of the Christian
community’s opening to modernity and
outreach to the global human family.

Three chapters are devoted to the key
conciliar documents and images of the
Church. Three are devoted to the sac-
ramental, traditional apostolic, and min-
isterial elements of the Church, in-
formed by the results of recent ecu-
menical dialogues. R. then proceeds
with chapters on the marks of the
church and their realization in a variety
of separate ecclesial traditions, on re-
ception and communion, and on global-
ization.

In classic ecumenical fashion, R. ends
with challenges for the Roman Catholic
Church and for its partner pilgrims on
the ecumenical journey. In these last
two chapters he provides a summary of
the fruits of the ecumenical develop-
ment to date, and its implications in the
lives of the still divided Christian com-
munities.

The volume is a summary of a monu-
mental quantity of scholarship. Were it
to be used in a graduate class, it could
provide the basis for both extensive ex-
ploration and intensive specialized re-
search, building on the notes provided.
The carefully crafted challenges to the
Catholic Church present resources for
pastoral formation and theological in-
terchange that make this theoretical
work a significant contribution to pasto-
ral and educational ministry.

BROTHER JEFFREY GROS, F.S.C.
Memphis Theological Seminary

THAT THEY MAY ALL BE ONE: THE
CaLL To UniTYy. By Walter Cardinal
Kasper. New York: Burns & Oates,
2004. Pp. v + 202. $25.95.
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This collection of ten recent essays on
various matters by the head of the Pon-
tifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity offers analyses of the dogmatic
status of important Vatican and ecu-
menical documents, a thorough review
and evaluation of the filioque contro-
versy, and musings on the impact of
postmodern pluralism on church unity.
Kasper was a major theologian and a
leading ecumenist before being ap-
pointed to head the Council, and in that
post he has a truly singular position
from which to observe and participate
in the ecumenical movement. The pres-
ent book is correspondingly useful, pro-
viding accurate and comprehensive in-
formation, an authoritative presenta-
tion of Catholic positions and ripe in-
sight.

The essays, as is inevitably the case
with such collections, differ in tone and
level. But they do gather around a uni-
fying motif, namely, K.’s insistence that
the great remaining dissensus among
the churches, after decades of dialogue,
is about the nature of the church itself,
and so about the nature of the ecumeni-
cal goal itself. Further, K. explicitly ad-
duces the notion of the church as
communion as a “guiding concept” for
understanding current ecumenical dis-
cussions on ecclesiology and as a lode-
stone for future work.

I offer one warning. For all K’s trav-
els and linguistic accomplishments, he
remains what he was, a German profes-
sor. That is to say, his command of the
relevant more strictly theological litera-
ture is sometimes annoyingly monoglot.
But one cannot ask for everything.

ROBERT W. JENSON
Center of Theological Inquiry (ret.),
Princeton, N.J.

GRANT ME Justice! HIV/AIDS AND
GENDER READINGS OF THE BIBLE. Ed-
ited by Musa W. Dube and Musimbi
Kanyoro. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 2004.
Pp. xiv + 210. $24.

As the preface title indicates, “Read-
ing the Bible in the Face of HIV and
AIDS” is the task of this book. The es-
says are written by “African women and
those in solidarity with them,” and pro-
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pose “gender-sensitive multi-sectoral
HIV/AIDS readings of the Bible” (13).
With well over forty million persons liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS, the majority of in-
fected persons living in Africa, the task
is daunting. However, a note of hope
underlies much of the writing as the au-
thors offer “justice-oriented ways of re-
reading the Bible in light of HIV/
AIDS” (3).

After a strong introduction by Dube,
the essays are divided into two parts.
Part 1 includes essays engaging the He-
brew Bible, HIV/AIDS, and gender.
Scripture is brought into conversation
with contemporary experiences and un-
derstandings of violence, suffering, hu-
man sexuality, and stigma. The strong-
est piece in this section is Denise Ack-
ermann’s essay on Tamar’s rape (2 Sam
13:1-22) and how such violence can be
read with the stories of violence against
women in South Africa. Ackermann of-
fers clues for both resistance and hope
as she reads the “texts” side by side.

Part 2 considers NT resources in the
light of HIV/AIDS and gender. Dube’s
essay, “Talitha Cum! A Postcolonial
Feminist and HIV/AIDS Reading of
Mark 5:21-43,” is excellent. A NT
scholar, she clearly explains her herme-
neutical lens and some implications for
challenging patriarchy and structural in-
justice. Malebogo Kgalemang, recogniz-
ing that there still exists a perception
among some that HIV/AIDS is God’s
punishment for sin, presents a powerful
corrective and caution to this view in
“John 9: Deconstructing HIV/AIDS
Stigma.”

This important book invites us to
theologically engage the realities of not
only HIV/AIDS, but also the gender in-
equality and poverty that spur on the
AIDS pandemic. While a few essays
would benefit from a closer textual
study of the Scripture, each author com-
mendably undertakes the crucial work
of bridging solid exegesis and contem-
porary application. The collection is a
necessary addition to any library, and
select essays would be helpful in many
undergraduate and graduate class-
rooms.

MARIiA CIMPERMAN, O.S.U.
Oblate School of Theology,
San Antonio, Tex.
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IN SEArRCH OF THE CoMMON Goob. Ed-
ited by Patrick D. Miller and Dennis P.
McCann. Theology for the Twenty-First
Century. New York: T. & T. Clark,
2005. Pp. vi + 360. $40.

Although the common good is among
the most foundational motifs within
Christian ethics, the notion is notori-
ously slippery. This volume makes a sig-
nificant contribution to our understand-
ing of the common good by exploring
for our times wide-ranging aspects of
socially responsible collective action for
the mutual benefit of all.

More successful in raising questions
than in providing answers with a high
degree of specificity or comprehensive-
ness, the volume consists of twelve es-
says divided into four topical sections.
The most thorough and satisfying sec-
tion is the second, which traces the his-
torical roots and contemporary contex-
tualization of common good discourse
and includes essays by theologians fa-
miliar to many readers of this journal:
Jean Porter, Dennis McCann, and
Robin Lovin. It is preceded by essays
surveying common good themes in
three units of Scripture (the Decalogue,
the book of Jonah, and the Pauline cor-
pus). The final two parts of the volume,
although still valuable, are more diffuse
and tend to treat concerns a bit far
afield of what most readers probably ex-
pect. But even the somewhat tangential
historical and sociological concerns of
the volume’s second half contribute
richly to our understanding of what is at
stake when we invoke the common
good and by what means it may be more
fully achieved.

Among the strengths of the volume
are its consistently learned, well-
documented presentation and the way
the authors reach out to a rich variety of
dialogue partners, both within and be-
yond theological circles. While the vol-
ume struggles in its attempt to bring
conceptual order to the jumble of con-
cepts relevant to the common good, its
very open-endedness is a testament to
the complexity of the ethical task facing
Christians today.

THOMAS MASSARO, S.J.
Weston Jesuit School of Theology
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END-OF-LIFE DECISION MAKING: A
Cross-NatioNnaL Stupy. Edited by
Robert H. Blank and Janna C. Merrick.
Cambridge: MIT, 2005. Pp. viii + 266.
$32.

Death is a universal phenomenon.
The meaning and approach to death,
however, is highly diverse. In this in-
sightful collection of essays, Blank and
Merrick provide perspectives from
some twelve cultures on dying and the
determination of death. These range
from the United States with the highly
aggressive fights in its ICUs against
death to Kenya where a decision to
withdraw treatment is near meaningless
since, for most, there is nothing to with-
hold or withdraw.

As these essays make clear, culture
and history starkly influence end-of-life
practices. The active euthanasia that is
widely supported in the Netherlands is
not even contemplated in neighboring
Germany where the memory of the Ho-
locaust precludes any sentiment for
physician assisted suicide or active eu-
thanasia. To American observers brain
death is assumed to be a universal defi-
nition of death, whereas in Kenya, Is-
rael, and Japan, for example, there is
little or no such acceptance of brain
death as exclusively or significantly in-
dicating the end of life. In India, al-
though brain death is legally recog-
nized, most families refuse to accept
death until cardiovascular death is
achieved. However, once cardiovascular
death has occurred there is widespread
support in India for organ donation;
within the Hindu tradition the body
means nothing after death. Religion, the
role of the family, and social structures
dominate end-of-life customs and prac-
tices. The great emphasis in the United
States on individual self-determination
has led to the widespread use of ad-
vance directives. In Africa such a direc-
tive is seen as “inviting death” and,
therefore, something to be avoided. In
Africa, as in China and Japan, it is the
family, not the individual, who deter-
mines what is best for the dying patient.

This rich cross-cultural collection of
disparate views on death and dying is a
powerful antidote to the notion that,
since we all share the experience of
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death, we all experience it in the same
way.

Jonn J. Paris, S.J.
Boston College

THE SoCIAL AUTHORITY OF REASON:
KaNT’s CRITIQUE, RapicaL EviL, AND
THE DESTINY OF HUMANKIND. By Philip
J. Rossi, S.J. Albany: State University of
New York, 2005. Pp. xiii + 204. $55.

Readers who stop with Kant’s most
well-known works on ethics, The Foun-
dations of the Metaphysics of Morals
and the Critique of Practical Reason,
generally conclude that his vision of eth-
ics is at once individualistic and optimis-
tic. Rossi’s study rightly challenges
these conclusions. Drawing heavily on
Kant’s Religion within the Boundaries of
Mere Reason and accompanying essays
of this late period of Kant’s life (notably
“Toward Perpetual Peace” and the
“Idea for a Universal History from a
Cosmopolitan Point of View”), Rossi
shows that Kant has a profoundly social
vision and one that, while ultimately
hopeful, is deeply chastened by the re-
ality of human selfishness.

Those who perceive Kant in individu-
alistic terms stress his notion of au-
tonomy—the individual as lawgiver to
himself. But, as R. makes clear, Kant
“not only articulates the notion of au-
tonomy in terms of the fundamentally
social concept of law, he takes it to func-
tion most properly with reference to
that community of moral agents he
terms the kingdom of ends and to be
ordered to a social goal, the highest
good as its proper object” (140).

Drawing attention to Kant’s treat-
ment of human beings’ “unsocial socia-
bility,” R. documents the extent to
which Kant recognizes how much self-
ishness permeates even our apparently
social impulses, but he does not deny
that Kant remains an optimist. Despite
the themes of radical evil, there is a
deep Pelagian quality to Kant’s writings
in his confidence that human beings can
achieve their ultimate moral objectives
both on the individual and the social
levels. What R. does not quite develop
in this otherwise valuable and helpful
rereading of Kant is the extent to which
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a confidence in divine grace, a theme
introduced in Religion, continues to
permeate Kant’s views of history.
Kant’s “unsocial sociability”—our need
to forge community even out of the
most selfish motives—is part of a provi-
dential scheme that Kant sees behind
historical events. What we must ask, as
citizens of an era that has witnessed the
Holocaust, the advent of nuclear weap-
onry, and now, global terrorism, is
whether there is still enough evidence in
history to sustain Kant’s confidence in
human moral fulfillment.

RoNALD M. GREEN
Dartmouth College, Hanover, N.H.

GALILEO, DARWIN, AND HAWKING: THE
INTERPLAY OF SCIENCE, REASON, AND
RELIGION. By Phil Dowe. Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2005. Pp. viii +
205. $21.

By exposing the philosophical conso-
nance that in fact exists between science
and religion—a consonance that is mu-
tually affirmed by both—Dowe sets out
to demonstrate a foundation for a viable
working, even harmonious, relationship
between these often conflicted disci-
plines. He claims to do so in the context
of three scientists—Galileo Galilei,
Charles Darwin, and Stephen Hawk-
ing—whose scholarship has drawn
Christian critique. Grounded in shared
philosophical insights, D. contends that
serious engagement with either science
or religion can and often does promote
an equally serious investigation of the
other. Employing an array of elemen-
tary analogies, coupled with function
notation, D. aims to clarify the common
ground occupied by the disciplines on a
variety of topics, such as cosmology and
scripture, methodology and epistemolo-
gy, creation and evolution, miracles,
providence, and chance.

D.’s study, however, has several
shortfalls that impede these aims. De-
spite his title, he deals in only a limited
fashion with the work of Galileo and
Hawking, while thoroughly examining
Darwin’s research. Again, while seeking
to demonstrate actual harmony be-
tween science and religion, D. seldom
places the two in dialogue with each
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other. Instead, the philosophies of Ba-
con, Hume, Feuerbach and others serve
as arbiters between the disciplines. D.’s
philosophical approach does offer rea-
sonable foundations for mutual interac-
tion between the two; nevertheless, it
does not take sufficient account of the
contemporary scholarship produced by
scientists and theologians themselves on
this interaction, notably that of Ian Bar-
bour, John Haught, Robert John Rus-
sell, and John Polkinghorne. Moreover,
when D. does engage Polkinghorne’s
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work on quantum physics and provi-
dence, he neglects finer points critical to
Polkinghorne’s position. Regrettably,
this lack of careful attention to detail
from the perspectives of both science
and religion is evident throughout the
work. Still, for those looking for the
philosophical underpinning of such a
discourse, D.’s contribution is illuminat-
ing.

GLORIA L. ScCHAAB
Barry University, Miami Shores, Fla.
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